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GATHERING/ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94)
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known
and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold
us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.
Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ.
By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen.
GATHERING SONG – “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” (ELW 242)

Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn
1 Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn,
for angels herald its dawning.
Sing out your joy, for soon he is born,
behold! the Child of our longing.
Come as a baby weak and poor,
to bring all hearts together,
he opens wide the heav'nly door
and lives now inside us forever.
2 To us, to all in sorrow and fear,
Emmanuel comes a-singing,
his humble song is quiet and near,
yet fills the earth with its ringing;
music to heal the broken soul
and hymns of lovingkindness,
the thunder of his anthems roll
to shatter all hatred and blindness.
3 In darkest night his coming shall be,
when all the world is despairing,
as morning light so quiet and free,
so warm and gentle and caring.
Then shall the mute break forth in song,
the lame shall leap in wonder,
the weak be raised above the strong,
and weapons be broken asunder.
4 Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night,
though dark the winter and cheerless,
the rising sun shall crown you with light,
be strong and loving and fearless.
Love be our song and love our prayer
and love our endless story;
may God fill ev'ry day we share
and bring us at last into glory.
GREETING (ELW p. 138)
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE (ELW p. 138)
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us
pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have
mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen.
A CANDLE IS BURNING (sung to tune of Away in a Manger) Congregation sings:
A candle is burning, a candle of LOVE,
A candle to point us to heaven above
A baby for Christmas, a wonderful birth
ForJesus is bringing God's love to our earth.
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
In this final week of Advent, our attention is on love. The following Scripture verses may sound very
familiar, so we will hear them twice. The first time is in the New Revised Standard Version. The second time
you’ll be reading from the Message. Listen for the call to love in these words: Matthew 22:36-40 says,
“Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first
commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two
commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
”Teacher, which command in God’s Law is the most important?” Jesus said, “‘Love the Lord your God with
all your passion and prayer and intelligence.’ This is the most important, the first on any list. But there is a
second to set alongside it: ‘Love others as well as you love yourself.’ These two commands are pegs;
everything in God’s Law and the Prophets hangs from them.”
Three blue candles and one pink candle are lit.
God, we have learned to love from being loved by you. And so today, let us enact that love. Let us live that
love. We know that what the world needs now is more love. We need to remember how much you love each
one of us and we must share that love with others. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 142)
Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us
from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
WORD - God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Micah 5:2-5a
A reading from Micah.
The prophet Micah, having pronounced judgment upon Judah, speaks of a future shepherd-king who, like
David, will come from the small town of Bethlehem. (Ephrathah refers to the area around Bethlehem.) This
king will restore Israel and bring peace. New Testament writers understood this passage to be referring to
Jesus.
2
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for
me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 3Therefore he shall give them
up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the
people of Israel. 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name

of the Lord his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; 5aand he
shall be the one of peace.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING: Hebrews 10:5-10
A reading from Hebrews.
The author of Hebrews uses the image of religious sacrifice to convey the significance of Christ’s coming.
Through obedient acceptance of God’s will, Christ allows his own body to become the greatest sacrifice of
all, one through which we are made a holy people.
5
Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but
a body you have prepared for me; 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure. 7Then I
said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 8When
he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings
and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9then he added, “See, I have come to do your
will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 10And it is by God’s will that we have been
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
CHILDREN'S PRAYER
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 142)

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.
GOSPEL: Luke 1:39-55
The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.
Elizabeth, John’s mother, and Mary, the mother of Jesus, are two women filled with the Holy Spirit and with
faith. In Elizabeth’s inspired greeting and Mary’s song of praise we hear of a saving God who remembers,
scatters, lifts up, and fulfills all things.
39
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40where she entered the
house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of
my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for

joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the
Lord.” 46And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48for he
has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me
blessed; 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 50His mercy is for those
who fear him from generation to generation. 51He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the
proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 52He has brought
down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the
lowly; 53he has filled the hungry with good things, and
sent the rich away empty. 54He has helped his servant
Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55according to the
promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his
descendants forever.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON (ELW p. 143)
I apologize if I’ve told this story before, I couldn’t find it
in my notes, but I think I may have at some point. At
any rate, in my previous congregation, many of our
participants were culturally or former Catholics, so the
question every year on the Dia de la Virgen de
Guadalupe or Mary’s Day in December was, “Are we
going to do anything?” The question always made me
uneasy as, on one hand, I know Lutherans have different
understanding of who Mary is than Catholics do, and, on
the other hand, I wanted to be respectful of people’s
cultural traditions and desires…and Mary is an
important figure for Lutherans too. So, we always would
navigate somehow honoring Mary and also maintaining
our Lutheran traditions.
One year, the congregation decided to do a play about the Virgen of Guadalupe. For those who might not
know, the Virgen of Guadalupe is depicted in this image: https://www.amazon.com/Picture-VirginGuadalupe-Mexican-virgen/dp/B00SJ7P7JK
Encyclopedia Britannica writes the following in regards to the legend behind the Virgen of Guadalupe, “Our
Lady of Guadalupe, Spanish Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe, also called the Virgin of Guadalupe, in Roman
Catholicism, the Virgin Mary in her appearance before St. Juan Diego in a vision in 1531. The name also
refers to the Marian apparition itself. Our Lady of Guadalupe holds a special place in the religious life of
Mexico and is one of the most popular religious devotions. Her image has played an important role as a
national symbol of Mexico.
According to tradition, Mary appeared to Juan Diego, who was an Aztec convert to Christianity, on
December 9 and again on December 12, 1531. During her first apparition she requested that a shrine to her
be built on the spot where she appeared, Tepeyac Hill (now in a suburb of Mexico City). The bishop
demanded a sign before he would approve construction of a church, however. Mary then appeared a second
time to Juan Diego and ordered him to collect roses. In a second audience with the bishop, Juan Diego

opened his cloak, letting dozens of roses fall to the floor and revealing the image of Mary imprinted on the
inside of the cloak—the image that is now venerated in the Basilica of Guadalupe."1
One year, Maria, my successor, decided to do a play about this story to commemorate the day. Our sanctuary
became beautifully decorated with images and, of course, roses and red flowers. Cole, who was my fiancé at
the time, decided to come participate in the day’s events and the festivities that would follow. When he
arrived, he asked if there was anything he could do, and so I told him to go ask Maria. He came back and
said he was supposed to put wear his pastoral alb and stolle. “Oh,” I thought, “That’s nice. They are inviting
him like they would any other pastor and having him dress accordingly.” But, then they called him up, and I
wasn’t really sure what was going on. Now, Cole does not speak any Spanish, but I do, so as I watched and
listened it dawned on me that he was the bishop in the play about Juan Diego and the Virgen of Guadalupe.
He looked pretty confused and kept giving me questioning looks, so I kept trying to whisper to him, “You
are the bishop in the play,” but he wasn’t getting it. Fortunately, the fourth grader who was playing Juan
Diego did a good job leading him around the stage as the Spanish speaking narrator illustrated the story.
Eventually, I started quietly laughing as I realized there was no way I was going to help him out. So, in
retelling this story, I tend to tell the whole story, and I think Cole remembers mostly that he didn’t know
what was going on, found himself in the middle of play and I started laughing. Surprisingly he still took the
plunge of marriage anyhow.
Jokes aside, though, as I participated in these traditions that were, largely, foreign and unknown to me, I
found myself really considering who Mary was and is for our faith. As a mentor of mine noted, “When we
brush aside Mary for fear of being seen as too ‘Catholic’ or for fear of praying to a saint instead of directly to
God, we miss the opportunity to learn from and be inspired by a bold, faithful, courageous role model in our
faith.”
Today, we see this strong woman accompanied by another strong, fearless and courageous woman,
Elizabeth. As is true in the best faith communities, these two women helped each other live out their callings
from God through their praise and support. Elizabeth was called to bear a child in her old age, a challenge in
any culture or time period but for a woman in a culture with limited healthcare, this must have brought its
own worries and fears. She knew she had an important responsibility just as Mary did. Her calling from God
was to raise the child, John the Baptist, who would prepare the way for the Lord.
Mary’s calling from God was to bear God’s Son, Jesus. When Gabriel told her she would bear God’s son,
even though she was not married, her response was, “I am the Lord’s servant …. May your word to me be
fulfilled.” Today, her song of praise continues to be bold. In her words, she fearlessly proclaims that God
will, and is, righting the wrongs of the world. Though she is young, unmarried and from humble means, she
prophecies. “For the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 50His mercy is for those
who fear him from generation to generation. 51He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the
proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up
the lowly; 53he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 54He has helped his
servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to
Abraham and to his descendants forever.” These are more than just words of praise. These words note that
God does not and will not follow the patterns of oppression and destruction that are the norm in this world,
but, rather, God turns everything upside down and on its head in the name of righteousness. If any of us hear
today’s Gospel today and don’t think, “Wow, those ladies have guts.” We just aren’t getting it.
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Our-Lady-of-Guadalupe-patron-saint-of-Mexico. “Our Lady of
Guadalupe, patron saint of Mexico.”
1

A lot of times we come to church for comfort, solace and peace. We come to be surrounded by people who
care for us, and as we see through the friendship of Elizabeth and Mary today, that is good. We come to be
inspired and encouraged. Around Christmas time, too, I think we often come out of a sense of tradition and
nostalgia. None of these things are bad, frankly, and many are good. But they just aren’t the whole story.
Celebrating Christmas isn’t just about being comforted, and full of peace and hope. It isn’t just about sharing
joy through song and gifts. Christmas is about being courageous and fearless. It’s about using our voices and
our lives to change the suffering and despair of this world. Mary and Elizabeth show us this today.
How are you being called to be courageous this Advent and Christmas season? The next time you see a
Virgen of Guadalupe, stop. Don’t just see it as a cultural symbol or a Catholic symbol, but may it remind you
of your own call to be fearless and bold for the sake of the world. Amen.
HYMN OF THE DAY – “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness” (ELW 251)

My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness
1 My soul proclaims your greatness, Lord;
I sing my Savior's praise!
You looked upon my lowliness,
and I am full of grace.
Now ev'ry land and ev'ry age
this blessing shall proclaim--

great wonders you have done for me,
and holy is your name.
2 To all who live in holy fear
your mercy ever flows.
With mighty arm you dash the proud,
their scheming hearts expose.
The ruthless you have cast aside,
the lowly throned instead;
the hungry filled with all good things,
the rich sent off unfed.
3 To Israel, your servant blest,
your help is ever sure;
the promise to our parents made
their children will secure.
Sing glory to the Holy One,
give honor to the Word,
and praise the Pow'r of the Most High,
one God, by all adored.
NICENE CREED (ELW p. 104)
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and
unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s presence.

Nurturing God, you give us life and care for our every need. Use the church’s gifts and ministries for your
service, bringing your word to all who seek your transforming grace. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Creator God, you proclaim your boundless love for all that you have made. Renew barren lands, polluted
waters, and melting ice caps. Make us servants of your creation that brings forth abundant life. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.
Righteous God, you bring down the mighty and lift up the lowly. Strengthen those who seek justice. Bless
the work of community organizers, activists, journalists, and all who call our attention to imbalances of
power. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Compassionate God, you proclaim your love and mercy. Show your lovingkindness to teen parents and those
who are pregnant. Comfort any struggling with infertility and those who await test results, are in treatment
and hospice care, and others in need (especially) Members: Don Grant, Todd Poppema, Dave Livingston,
Linda Towne, Al Luing, Janice Berger, Sandy Rogers, Todd Hallstrom, Charlene Wachter, Marilyn Frisch,
Julie & Denny Christensen, Dianne Sanderson, Betty Nelson; Members in Nursing Homes: Lois Graf,
Gunnie Mahlberg, Albert Mattisen, Bobbie Elvin, Sandra Marsh; Members in Care Facilities: Fred
Wietzema, Joan Doeden, Jean Bender; Family Members & Friends: Joe Christensen (son of Nora Leinen
& Gene Christensen), Arlene (Fern Burmeister’s sister), Butch Zeiner (Valerie Veen’s brother), Maverick
Thalberg (Fern Burmeister’s great-grandson), Josh Hansen (Mary Ingenthron’s son), Tom Morgan (Sandy
Randall’s dad), Brad Martens (Valerie Veen’s son); Our service men and women and Love INC. Hear us,
O God. Your mercy is great.
Gracious God, you fill the hungry with good things. Bless the feeding ministries of this congregation and
community. Guide us to share your bounty with those who hunger or live in poverty. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.
Faithful God, you stir up the hearts of those who love you. We give you thanks for those who, like Mary,
were courageous in their witness (especially). Give us such courage until that day when you fulfill all things.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers and those of our
hearts, in the name of Jesus. Amen.
MEAL - God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING AND CGC MOMENT – Sanctuary Choir, “Gabriel’s Message” arr. By Carl Schalk
OFFERING SONG – “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
1 O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.
Refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.
OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 144)

Let us pray. God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our
very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE (ELW p. 144)

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE (ELW p. 144)
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144)

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of pow’r and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 145)
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets ’hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.
Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.
Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 145)
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION (ELW p. 146)
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
COMMUNION (ELW p. 146)
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 146)

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
INSERTED MUSIC – “What Feast of Love” (ELW 487)

What Feast of Love
1 What feast of love is offered here,
what banquet come from heaven?
What food of everlasting life,
what gracious gift is given?
This, this is Christ the king,
the bread come down from heaven.
Oh, taste and see and sing!
How sweet the manna given!

2 What light of truth is offered here,
what covenant from heaven?
What hope of everlasting life,
what wondrous word is given?
This, this is Christ the king,
the sun come down from heaven.
Oh, see and hear and sing!
The Word of God is given!
3 What wine of love is offered here,
what crimson drink from heaven?
What stream of everlasting life,
what precious blood is given?
This, this is Christ the king,
the sweetest wine of heaven.
Oh, taste and see and sing!
The Son of God is given!
INSERTED MUSIC – “Canticle of the Turning” (ELW 723)

Canticle of the Turning
1 My soul cries out with a joyful shout
that the God of my heart is great,
and my spirit sings of the wondrous things
that you bring to the ones who wait.
You fixed your sight on your servant's plight,
and my weakness you did not spurn,
so from east to west shall my name be blest.
Could the world be about to turn?
Refrain
My heart shall sing of the day you bring.
Let the fires of your justice burn.
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near,
and the world is about to turn.
2 Though I am small, my God, my all,
you work great things in me,
and your mercy will last from the depths of the past
to the end of the age to be.
Your very name puts the proud to shame,
and to those who would for you yearn,
you will show your might, put the strong to flight,
for the world is about to turn. Refrain
3 From the halls of pow'r to the fortress tow'r,
not a stone will be left on stone.
Let the king beware for your justice tears
ev'ry tyrant from his throne.
The hungry poor shall weep no more,
for the food they can never earn;
there are tables spread, ev'ry mouth be fed,
for the world is about to turn. Refrain
4 Though the nations rage from age to age,
we remember who holds us fast:
God's mercy must deliver us
from the conqueror's crushing grasp.
This saving word that our forebears heard
is the promise which holds us bound,
till the spear and rod can be crushed by God,
who is turning the world around. Refrain
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 146)
Let us pray. God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be
fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION (ELW p. 146)
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with
heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with those who are sick,
homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this
sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
A LOVING BENEDICTION
Be people of love. Let love live in your heart and share the love of Christ with all you meet. Share love by
loving those you see regularly. Start by loving your community. Share love by loving those you do not
know. How do your actions affect the rest of God’s creation? Share love by praying for our world. In this
Advent season, we need to see, feel, and share love. As you go out into the wonder of God’s creations, share
love, joy, peace, and hope with those you meet. Amen.
SENDING SONG – “The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy” (TFF 53)

The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy
1 The virgin Mary had a baby boy,
the virgin Mary had a baby boy,
the virgin Mary had a baby boy,

and they say that his name is Jesus.
Refrain
He come from the glory,
he come from the glorious kingdom.
He come from the glory,
he come from the glorious kingdom.
Oh, yes, believer! Oh, yes, believer!
He come from the glory,
he come from the glorious kingdom.
2 The angels sang when the baby was born,
the angels sang when the baby was born,
the angels sang when the baby was born,
and they sang that his name is Jesus. Refrain
3 The shepherds came where the baby was born,
the shepherds came where the baby was born,
the shepherds came where the baby was born,
and they say that his name is Jesus. Refrain
4 The wise men saw where the baby was born,
the wise men saw where the baby was born,
the wise men saw where the baby was born,
and they say that his name is Jesus.
DISMISSAL (ELW p. 146)
Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.
The liturgy and music is reprinted by permission from
One License – #736873-A/CCLI – #1941935/Sundays and Seasons - SAS003615
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Worship & Music Team is looking for new members for our team. We meet on the second Monday of the
month at 6:00 pm. If you are interested, please contact Diana White.
“Encounter” the ecumenical youth group for grades 7 and up is on Sunday nights. We meet at Hy-Vee
where attendees are able to snack on food and have a soda or Starbuck beverage. Friends are invited to come
to this gathering of fun. Activities begin at 6:30 pm and end around 8:00 pm.

2021 Offering – The last day to get your offering in for 2021 will be Tuesday, December 28. Please drop it
off during office hours. All offering received through the mail will need to be in before Christmas. This
allows us to get it deposited for this year. Thank you!

There will be no Wednesday night services on December 22 and 29.

Annual Reports are due in to the church office by Thursday, December 30.
Christmas Services
Friday, December 24
4:00 PM—Traditional candlelight communion service Christmas hymns.
8:00 PM—Traditional candlelight communion service with Christmas
hymns.
Saturday, December 25
9:00 AM—Intimate traditional communion service with Christmas hymns.

FELC
SCHEDULE FOR December 20 – 26, 2021
BULLETIN DEADLINE
Meadow’s Bible Study

Monday - 20

9:00AM
2:00PM

Tuesday - 21

7:00AM
6:00PM
7:00PM

Early Risers Bible Study
Finance
Church Council

Wednesday - 22

6:30PM

Sanctuary Choir

Saturday – 25

4:00PM
8:00PM
9:00AM

Pastor’s Sabbath Day
Office Closed
Christmas Eve Service
Christmas Eve Service
Christmas Day Service

Sunday - 26

9:00AM

Worship – 1st Sunday after Christmas

Thursday – 23
Friday - 24

