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MISSION STATEMENT 

FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, WORTHINGTON, MN 

God has called us, the baptized 
members of First Evangelical  

Lutheran Church, Worthington, 
Minnesota, to proclaim the Gospel 
and make disciples of all people. 

 

Living out our Mission 

In obedience, we commit ourselves 
to the Lord’s ministry rooted in a 
fertile agricultural prairie of God’s 
creation.  Relying on the promise of 
the Holy Spirit, and through Word 
and Sacraments, we will grow  
toward wholeness through worship, 
learning, service, witness, support, 
and fellowship.     
   Adopted 5-31-87 

October 
2025 

Evangel OFFICE HOURS:  Monday—Thursday 
   8:00 am—12:00 pm  
             1:00—4:30 pm 
                                  Friday  
   8:00 am—12:00 pm 

Church will be locked over the noon hour. 
WORSHIP:   6:00 pm—Wednesday 
  9:30 am—Sunday 
COMMUNION:  Wednesday   
        First & Third Sunday 
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 8:45 am (Sept–May) 
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Pastor Jeanette’s article 
Dear First Lutheran and Grace Lutheran,   
  
The school year is off and running! Thanks to everyone who has already done great work for our 
youth programs, God’s Work Our Hands, worship service planning, Sharing Seeds program          
implementation and more. We are off to a great start and I am excited to see how this year unfolds. I 
get excited when I look at the rosters and see who is new in Confirmation this year and am grateful 
when compassionate adults sign up to assist with these programs.   
  
I want to share with you about another one of my pastoral roles, president of ministerial. A          
ministerial or ministerium is an interdenominational group of pastors in a community, in this case, 
our Worthington area. For the past couple of months, I have helped the ministerial “gear up” for the 
start of the school year. Though the executive committee meets during the summer months, the main 
ministerial meetings only take place during the school year. Over the summer, we compiled many 
requests by organizations to speak with the ministerial and there are other organizations we hope to 
follow up with during the year. Therefore, the executive committee has coordinated presentations by 
these groups for the ministerial this year with the Sunset Hospice Cottage, Helping Hands Pregnancy 
Center, the Southwest Crisis Center and Love INC. We will also coordinate schedules for writing 
columns for The Globe, nursing home services, Memorial Day services and praying for              
Commissioner meetings. During the year, we plan to continue to do work with community           or-
ganizations about addressing the transient populations that pass through town as well as how to best 
serve both them and the public. We also plan to continue to work with the city in creating  emergen-
cy preparedness plans and coordinating resources accordingly.   
  
Beyond these business efforts, the ministerial gathers to pray, support each other, and share events 
that are happening in their churches. We have special services of sending for pastors who are      
moving or retiring. Finally, we pray for each other regarding burdens or challenges we face. 
  
Via the ministerial and using my past experiences and language skills, I worked to coordinate a  
multicultural pastors’ group over the past year. Prior to the pandemic, we had a multicultural       
pastors’ group that met fairly frequently but have struggled to re-ignite it. However, over the past 
year, I worked on contacting local pastors to re-ignite this group that meets monthly and “as      
needed.” During the summer, attendance in this group increased significantly. We prayed together, 
heard more fully about concerns experienced by churches of our neighbors who are immigrants and 
addressed areas of their concerns. Since the existing ministerial has primarily been represented by 
congregations serving Anglo populations, we hope this group of a more diverse membership helps 
ensure all voices in our community are heard and all pastors are supported. 
  
My two-year term as president of the ministerial concludes in May. Thank you for supporting me as 
I serve our community in this capacity. More than many people know, there are several of us pastors 
who take on extra work in extra community capacities. When pastors focus on specific inter-church 
or local areas that align with their areas of passion and/or expertise, our whole community benefits. 
Again, thank you for helping to make this work possible. 
  
In Christ, 
Rev. Jeanette McCormick 



Lessons and Themes for the Sundays in 
October, 2025: 
 10/5/25: God Provides Manna 
 Exodus 16:1-18 
 Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 
 John 16:35-51 
10/12/25: God Calls Samuel 
 1 Samuel 3:1-21 
 Psalm 81:1-10 
 John 20:21-23 
10/19/2025: God Calls David 
 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
 Psalm 51:10-14 
 John 7:24 
10/26/2025: Solomon’s Temple (Reformation) 
 1 Kings 5:1-5; 8:1-13 
 Psalm 34:15-22 
 Romans 3:19-28 
 John 2:19-21 
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Praise the Lord 
The following is the financial report for 
First Lutheran as of August, 2025: 
General Fund: 
 Bal. 7/31/25: ($11,710.45) 
 Inc., August  $20,769.06 
 Exp., August $25,342.34 
 Bal. 8/31/25: ($16,283.73) 

(The amount shows behind budget.) 
Grace Lutheran Reimbursement—

$25,325.76 
Building Fund: 
 Bal. 7/31/25:  $14,394.39 
 Inc.,  August $4,701.00 
 Exp., August $645.96 
 Bal. 8/31/25:  $18,449.43 

Card Ministry 
meets the second 
Wednesday of 
each month at 
6:30 pm. Come 
join the fun. No 
experience       
necessary! Check 

out our display in Centennial Hall to       
purchase a card for $2 (NEW PRICE). 
Funds will be designated to different groups 
as needed. 

BAPTISM: We welcomed August 
Eloi Demuth, son of Nicholas & 
Korin Demuth to the family of God 
through Holy Baptism on Sunday, 
August 31, 2025. Sponsors are     
Natalie Demuth & Sydney         

Mortimer. Welcome to the Lord’s family,     
August. 

Thank you to everyone who 
helped to serve ice cream on 

Wednesday nights after church 
services. We started June 18 and 
finished on August 13. We used 
38 pails of ice cream and served 
approximately 567 people on the 
nine Wednesdays! It was great to 
see all of the smiling faces each 

week.  

REMINDER: On    
Sunday,   

October 26, 
remember to 

wear red. 
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If for any reason you are unable to serve at the time indicated, please trade with someone else 
on the list or find a replacement and contact the church office so that the names can be listed 
correctly in the church bulletin. This is a temporary schedule for the month so it may change.  
Thank you. 

 

Assisting Minister  & Lector (Contact 
Person: Church Office, 376-6148) 
10/5 9:30 Morgan Vosburgh 

10/12 9:30 Cooper Scripture 

10/19 9:30 Ed Philipp 

10/26 9:30 Paula Laffrenzen 

Computer Assistant (Contact Person: 
Church Office, 376-6148) 
10/5 9:30 Glenda Lais 

10/12 9:30 Kathy Summers 

10/19 9:30 Ryan McGaughey 

10/26 9:30 Pam Fleming 

Van Driver:  (Van will be picking up members 
for the Sunday service only) 
10/5 9:30 Midg White (360-3215) 

10/12 9:30 Larry Woodbury (360-2689) 

10/19 9:30 Matt Russell (360-5835) 

10/26 9:30 Daren Bauman (360-9275) 

Coffee Servers (Contact Person: Church Office, 376-6148) 

10/5 9:30 Debbie & Dale Koob & Linda Nelson 

10/12 9:30 Todd Hallstrom & Daren & Julie Bauman 

10/19 9:30 John Kramer & John & Nora Leinen 

10/26 9:30 Doug & Julie Christensen & Diana White 

Greeters (Contact Person: Church Office, 376-6148)  
10/5 9:30 Clinton & Alison Nixon Family 

10/12 9:30 Lonnie & Nancy Myrom 

10/19 9:30 Diana White 

10/26 9:30 Dusty & Tiffany Neugebauer Family 

Acolytes (Contact Person: Church 
Office, 376-6148) 
10/5 9:30 Braelynn Schroeder 

10/12 9:30 Parker Kleve 

10/19 9:30 Dyson Neugebauer 

10/26 9:30 Lexi Kleve 

Livestream (Contact Person: Church 
Office, 376-6148) 
10/5 9:30 Debbie Koob 

10/12 9:30 Carrie Adams 

10/19 9:30 Becca McGaughey 

10/26 9:30 Ethan Nixon 

Sound (Contact Person: Church  
Office, 376-6148) 
10/5 9:30 Paul Summers 

10/12 9:30 Doug Frisch 

10/19 9:30 Pat Demuth 

10/26 9:30 Kevin Fleming 

 

On Sunday, November 2, we will be 
remembering all the members that 
have passed this last year. A candle 
will also be lit in memory of others 

that have passed during the year. 
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First Lutheran Benefits from 
your Grocery Purchases. When 
you buy groceries at Fareway, with 
the Fareway Gift Card, First       
Lutheran receives 5% from the sale 
of the gift card. Get yours today! 

The cards are available in the church office. We have $25, 
$50 or $100 gift cards to sell. You pay the full price for the 
card and the church receives 5%. As of August 31, 2025, a 
total of $6,578.74 has been put into the general fund.  

First Lutheran Benefits from 
your Grocery  Purchases. When 
you buy groceries at Hy-Vee, with 
the Hy-Vee Gift Card, First Luther-
an    receives 5% from the sale of 
the gift card. Get yours today! The 

cards are available in the church office. We have $25, $50 
or $100 gift cards to sell. You pay the full price for the 
card and the church receives 5%. The card can also be 
used when you purchase gas. As of August 31, 2025, a 
total of $58,795.25 has been put into the general fund. 

Radio Broadcast: You can sponsor the broadcast in 
memory or in honor of a family  member or an event in 
your life. The cost to sponsor a broadcast is $75.00. Please 
sign up on the sheet in Centennial Hall. Thank you.  

Gift Cards are available on 
communion Sunday mornings 
in Centennial Hall and in the 

office during the week.  

ATTENTION: There are sign up 
sheets in Centennial Hall to help in 
different ministries of the worship  

service. If you are interested in        
assisting with being coffee servers, 

greeters, computer assistant, assisting          
minister/lector, sound, Livestream, 

van driver or ushering, please sign on 
the sheets as to which ministries you 

are able to assist with. If you are     
currently serving, please sign up again 

so we know that you are still           
interested in serving. Thank You! 

Bible distribution for K, 3rd & 7th Graders will be held on Sunday,        
October 12 during our worship service. A post card has gone out to the      

families with youth in these grades. If you are  unable to attend the worship 
service, please stop by the church and pick up your Bible. Thank you! 

 

On Sunday, November 2, we will be remembering all the      
members that have passed this last year. A candle will also be lit in 

memory of others that have passed during the year. A letter has 
been mailed to the families with more details. Blessed be their 

memories! 

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve Service & Pie Fest 
Wednesday, November 26, 2025  

6:00 pm—First United Methodist Church 
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October 

Birthdays 

 

          1    Chandler Kempema 
          3    Trey Milbrath 
          4    Pat Demuth 
          4    Valerie Veen 
          6     Miles Hein 
          7    Janet Zierke 
          8    Sean Feller 
          8    Bev Frisch 
          9    Gina Huber 
          9    Jay Larson 
         10    Alison Nixon 
         10    Erin Schutte    
       Wadzinski 
         12    Emersyn Nixon 
         12    JoAnn Kruse 
         13    Nicholas Schroeder 
         13    Bode Scripture 

         14    Ryan McGaughey 
         16    Dan Anderson 
         16   Carla Buchman 
         16   Ardys Jacobson 
         18   Robin Dolliver 
         19   Evelyn Murray 
         22   Darcy Poppema 
         23   James Kraft 
         23   Tiffany Neugebauer 
         23   Lisa Waldner 
         25   Emery Korver 
         26   Mary Ingenthron 
         27   Dana White-  
                Swanson 
         28   Hailey Schroeder 
         30   Genna Scripture 
         31   Lynette Demuth 

“Parable of the Vineyard Workers” 
“Are you jealous? 

 
The idle workers in this parable aren’t loafers. They’re laborers who need a job. The fact that they’re still 
waiting at 5:00 pm shows how badly they need work. 
 
In Jesus’ time, if a man didn’t find work today, his family often didn’t eat tomorrow. A man who found 
work early in the morning rejoiced all day and so did his family. 
 
Had the early workers not learned the employer paid the latecomers a full wage, they would have gone 
home joyful. As it was, they went home angry. 
 
The latecomers stand for repent sinners. The early workers stand for those Pharisees who resented sinners 
entering the kingdom late and getting the same reward they did. 
 
Do we ever find ourselves resenting the good fortune of others? 
 
Lord, help us rejoice when our brothers or sisters are blessed. We are all the Father’s children. 

Illustrated Daily Homilies by Mark Lick, SJ  



  

October YOUTH NEWS 

Rummage Sale final totals are in. After the last chance sale at church we had a small sale that added to our 
numbers. Thanks to Norma for selling stuff for us at her rummage sale at the fairgrounds. We made a little 
over $9,500 for the youth. Thanks to all for your support!  
 

Trunk or Treat—October 26 from 2-4 pm (time and date could change). Talk with Brenda R if you are        
interested in participating. Confirmation youth can participate if desired and it will serve as a service project. 
There will be prizes! If you would like to donate candy, drop any donations outside of Brenda’s office. If you 
would like to pass out candy, but do not want to decorate your trunk we have some decorations. We could use 
you! Come join us as we reach out to the neighborhood! 
 

KFC is off to a great start!  
We meet on Wednesdays from now until March 25 from 4-5:15 pm. 

We only meet when school is in session. 
Kids are fed a snack at Prairie Elementary after school (3:00 pm) and then they play on the playground and the 

bus brings them to the church. 
At 5:15 pm kids will be checked out by a parent or parent approved person from the youth room and then they 

can join us for supper in Centennial Hall. 
We are still looking for some individuals to help out on occasion by being a rover and making sure kids get 

back to where they need to be after using the bathroom, etc.  
If anyone can help out with crafts - everything is prepared and ready to go. 

Also, the apple tree is back: pick an apple and bring the item back. 
Talk with Brenda R with any questions. 

Thanks! 
 

507  507  507  507  507  507  507  
Wednesday, October 1 = 507  

What is 507? Area Code 507 Community Youth Group Fun! 
Who? For 6th grade - High School  

Where? Pick up and drop off at the JBS Fieldhouse  
Time @ 6:30 pm  

There are three 507’s this school year. Oct 1, Dec 3, & Feb 4 
They are all service project orientated.  

This month we are collecting winter coat supplies  
(coats, hats, mittens, boots, etc) for the Love INC coat ministry. 

We start with pizza, we have a short devotion and then a service project game. 
Invite a friend or two or three!!! 

 

Sunday, October 12 at 9:30 am = Bible Giveaway and Blessing 
For Kindergartners, 3rd graders and 7th graders 

 

Don’t forget to check out the youth bulletin board - stay up to date with all of the youth happenings! Also, 
check out the homepage of our website for all the latest news! www.felcwgtn.org 

 

 

GRACIAS! THANK YOU! WE APPRECIATE YOU! MANY THANKS! 



Hiking Club – October 12 
 

Octoberfest - October 17-18 
 

Fall Quilt & Craft Retreat - October 20-23  
 

Confirmation Retreat - November 7-8 
 

Hiking Club - November 16 
 

Owls in the Night - November 22 
 

Register online at Shetek.org or  
Call 507-763-3567 

          

 

14 Keeley Island Drive 
Slayton, MN 56172                   

507-763-3567 
camp@shetek.org 
www.shetek.org 

October 2025 

Shetek Lutheran Ministries Where Christ Renews and Empowers 

Help send kids to Camp…Become 
a Pelican Club or Timber Society 

member today.  Pelican Club 
members support the ministry 
with a gift of $100 - $499 a year 

and Timber Society members give 
$500 or more a year.  Thanks for 

your support! 

We met our Phase 1 
goal! Over 

$1,725,000 in gifts 
and pledges!  Our 
challenge goal is 

$2,000,000 and with 
increased costs, our 
budget has changed 

for our different 
phases. More info on 

our website. 
https://shetek.org/sl

m-master-plan/ 

 
Come join us for a FUN Fall event! 

 
 
Wish List 

Adding Machine 
Office Supplies – Dry Erase 

Markers, Paper 
Spark Bibles 
Board Games 
Volunteers 
Extra Refrigerator 

 


