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MISSION STATEMENT 

FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, WORTHINGTON, MN 

God has called us, the baptized 
members of First Evangelical  

Lutheran Church, Worthington, 
Minnesota, to proclaim the Gospel 
and make disciples of all people. 

 

Living out our Mission 

In obedience, we commit ourselves 
to the Lord’s ministry rooted in a 
fertile agricultural prairie of God’s 
creation.  Relying on the promise of 
the Holy Spirit, and through Word 
and Sacraments, we will grow  
toward wholeness through worship, 
learning, service, witness, support, 
and fellowship.     
   Adopted 5-31-87 

July 
2025 

Evangel OFFICE HOURS:  Monday—Thursday 
   8:00 am—12:00 pm  
             1:00—4:30 pm 
                                  Friday  
   8:00 am—12:00 pm 

Church will be locked over the noon hour. 
WORSHIP:   6:00 pm—Wednesday 
  9:30 am—Sunday 
COMMUNION:  Wednesday   
        First & Third Sunday 
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 8:45 am (Sept–May) 
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Pastor Jeanette’s article 
Dear First Lutheran, 
 
June 6-7 was Southwestern MN Synod Assembly hosted at Gustavus College.  The gathering was hybrid,  
allowing participants to join either online or in person as they chose. I personally joined online on Friday and 
then was technically “online” on Saturday while I “manned” the Synod’s Hunger Team table. The table had 
information and resources for people about ELCA World Hunger, feeding programs, etc. We also had surveys 
to better assess what people were doing to alleviate hunger in their communities and what resources were  
useful to them. John and Nora Leinen and Cathy Blair were our delegates and all of them attended in person. 
 
The Synod Assembly this year was relatively “straight forward” and expedient in nature. On Friday, various 
presentations (done by social service agencies, church workers, etc.) were available and a semi-formal dinner 
was served. In the evening, ministry milestones were honored commemorating people who had been ordained 
10, 25, 50, 55, 60, 65 and 70 years. Retirements were announced and clergy who had passed away were    
honored. The Synod youth band played, there was a short prayer service, Lutheran Social Services announced 
their Servant of Christ award and my colleague announced that Barsness in Glenwood won the Breadbasket 
award for the highest amount per person in the congregation to give to world hunger. 
 
On Saturday, business took place. Some significant items that were voted on include: 
 
1) Various positions on committees and Synod council were filled via a unanimous ballot (there were no   

contested elections) 
2) Synod Council wrote a resolution to support securing a loan for up to $240,000 in order to renovate the 

Synod office so that portions of it could be leased out to a trusted and mission-aligned business partner. 
The hope is that the revenue from this lease will help support the Synod in their effort to obtain a balanced 
budget. The loan would also help bring the restrooms up to 2025 code. This resolution passed. 

3) The 2027 budget was voted on. The Synod has been working toward a balanced budget over the past cou-
ple of years. This has involved slightly reducing the amount given to church wide and various synodical   
ministries. It has also involved the reduction of staff at the synod office. Though current expenses are   
significantly below budget, mission support is also significantly below budget. This fiscal year, the   
budgeted deficit is $-59,082 and the budgeted deficit for 2027 is $-25,200. This process of slowly working 
toward a balanced budget allows the synod to use reserves to maintain strong staffing/resource realities to 
support congregations and pastors in our synod while planning for reduced revenues in the future. The 
slow process also honors our commitments to various ministries and programs. The budget passed in the 
voting process. 

4) Compensation guidelines were voted on and passed. For 2026, a 2.5 percent inflation increase and an     
annual step increase is established for rostered leaders with the ELCA. 

 
Dr. Karoline Lewis also led us in Bible study about the book of John, and 
Deacon John Weit led us in songs and shared updates from churchwide. 
  
Next year, there will be a bishop’s election for the Southwestern MN 
ELCA Synod. I encourage people to consider being a delegate for the 
2026 assembly which will be June 5-6. Thank you to our delegates for     
representing us so faithfully and well at assembly. Please don’t hesitate to 
reach out with any questions about the process or our time there. 
 
Gratefully, 
Rev. Jeanette McCormick 



Lessons and Themes for the Sundays in 
July, 2025: 
7/6/25: Spirit of Hope 
 Jeremiah 29:1-14 
 Psalm 33:8-22 
 James 5:7-11 
 Luke 21:29-36 
7/13/25: Gathering Mercy 
 Jeremiah 31:2-6, 8-11, 13-17 
 Psalm 118:14-26 
 James 5:1-6 
 Luke 13:31-35 
7/20/2025: Courage in God’s Care 
 2 Kings 23:4-14 
 Psalm 18:2-11, 16-17 
 2 Thessalonians 2:1-8 
 Luke 12:4-7 
7/27/2025: The Coming of the  Son of Man 
 Daniel 7:1-18 
 Psalm 106:1-6, 40-47 
 Colossians 2:9-14 
 Luke 21:20-28 
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Praise the Lord 
The following is the financial report for 
First Lutheran as of May, 2025: 
General Fund: 
 Bal. 4/30/25: $4,609.94 
 Inc., May $19,610.99 
 Exp., May $26,539.86 
 Bal. 5/31/25: ($2,318.93) 

(The amount shows behind budget.) 
Grace Lutheran Reimbursement—

$15,828.60 
Building Fund: 
 Bal. 4/30/25:  $3,116.25 
 Inc.,  May $10,451.00 
 Exp., May $12,824.02 
 Bal. 5/31/25:  $743.23 

Card Ministry 
meets the second 
Wednesday of 
each month at 
6:30 pm. Come 
join the fun. No 
experience       
necessary! Check 

out our display in Centennial Hall to       
purchase a card for $2 (NEW AMOUNT). 
Funds will be designated to different groups 
as needed. 

The office 
will be 

closed on 
Friday, July 

4 for the 
4th of  July Holiday. 
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If for any reason you are unable to serve at the time indicated, please trade with someone else 
on the list or find a replacement and contact the church office so that the names can be listed 
correctly in the church bulletin. This is a temporary schedule for the month so it may change.  
Thank you. 

 

Assisting Minister  & Lector (Contact 
Person: Church Office, 376-6148) 
7/6 9:30 Ryan McGaughey 

7/13 9:30 Cooper Scripture 

7/20 9:30 Ed Philipp 

7/27 9:30 Linda Towne 

Computer Assistant (Contact Person: 
Church Office, 376-6148) 
7/6 9:30 Kathy Summers 

7/13 9:30 Glenda Lais 

7/20 9:30 Pam Fleming 

7/27 9:30 Ryan McGaughey 

Van Driver:  (Van will be picking up members 
for the Sunday service only) 
7/6 9:30 Daren Bauman (360-9275) 

7/13 9:30 Midg White (360-3215) 

7/20 9:30 Larry Woodbury (360-2689) 

7/27 9:30 Midg White (360-3215) 

Coffee Servers (Contact Person: Church Office, 376-6148) 

7/6 9:30 Brenda Hurlbut & Daren & Julie Bauman 

7/13 9:30 Mary Ferguson & Doug & Julie Christensen 

7/20 9:30 John & Nora Leinen & Diana White 

7/27 9:30 Todd & Darcy Poppema & John Kramer 

Greeters (Contact Person: Church Office, 376-6148)  
7/6 9:30 Diane Sletten 

7/13 9:30 Todd Hallstrom 

7/20 9:30 Clinton & Alison Nixon Family 

7/27 9:30 Dusty & Tiffany Neugebauer Family 

Acolytes (Contact Person: Church 
Office, 376-6148) 
7/6 9:30 Braelynn Schroeder 

7/13 9:30 Parker Kleve 

7/20 9:30 Ethan Nixon 

7/27 9:30 Dyson Neugebauer 

Livestream (Contact Person: Church 
Office, 376-6148) 
7/6 9:30 Erin Makela 

7/13 9:30 Carrie Adams 

7/20 9:30 Becca McGaughey 

7/27 9:30 Erin Makela 

Sound (Contact Person: Church  
Office, 376-6148) 
7/6 9:30 Doug Frisch 

7/13 9:30 Pat Demuth 

7/20 9:30 Kevin Fleming 

7/27 9:30 Paul Summers 

DEATH & SYMPATHY: Ronald Lee     
Hallstrom died May 11, 2025 at the age of 83 
years. His memorial service was held here at 
First Lutheran Church on June 21, 2025. We 
extend our Christian sympathy to his family. 
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First Lutheran Benefits from 
your Grocery Purchases. When 
you buy groceries at Fareway, with 
the Fareway Gift Card, First       
Lutheran receives 5% from the sale 
of the gift card. Get yours today! 

The cards are available in the church office. We have $25, 
$50 or $100 gift cards to sell. You pay the full price for the 
card and the church receives 5%. As of May 31, 2025, a 
total of $6,513.74 has been put into the general fund.  

First Lutheran Benefits from 
your Grocery  Purchases. When 
you buy groceries at Hy-Vee, with 
the Hy-Vee Gift Card, First Luther-
an    receives 5% from the sale of 
the gift card. Get yours today! The 

cards are available in the church office. We have $25, $50 
or $100 gift cards to sell. You pay the full price for the 
card and the church receives 5%. The card can also be 
used when you purchase gas. As of May 31, 2025, a total 
of $58,471.50 has been put into the general fund. 

Radio Broadcast: You can sponsor the broadcast in 
memory or in honor of a family  member or an event in 
your life. The cost to sponsor a broadcast is $75.00. Please 
sign up on the sheet in Centennial Hall. Thank you.  

Gift Cards are available on 
communion Sunday mornings 
in Centennial Hall and in the 

office during the week.  

Summer Psalm  
Now it came to pass that spring 

turned to summer and God’s  
people raised their voices and 

said: Recreation is my shepherd, 
I shall not stay home; He maketh 
me to lie down in a sleeping bag; 

He leadeth me down the          
interstate each weekend, He    

restoreth my suntan; He leadeth 
me to state parks for comforts 

sake, even though I stray on the 
Lord’s Day, I will fear no       

reprimand for thou art with me; 
My rod and reel, they comfort 

me. I anoint my skin with oil, My 
gas tank runneth dry. Surely my 

trailer shall follow me all the 
weekends this summer, and I 

shall return to the Lord this fall. 
(But then it is hunting season and 

that is another Psalm.) 

“A Prayer for Our Nation” 
Almighty God, we remember that you are the Lord of all nations  including the United States of     
America. We are mindful that we stand responsible and accountable before you as we consider our         
stewardship as citizens of this land. Make us equal to our challenges, O Lord. Guide us into providing 
justice for all. Turn our hearts toward our children that we may teach them rightly to please you in their 
citizenship. Enable us to make certain that all citizens, affluent and poor, young and old, male and      
female are treated fairly and never forgotten. Most of all, keep us aware of your providential care and 
guidance that we may never assume that we are  totally on our own. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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July 

Birthdays 

 

2     Travis Thiner 
2     Jesse Cain 
3     Nelson Tarus 
4     Angie Randgaard 
4     Tim Tarus 
4     Arnold Waldner 
5     Devin Frodermann 
5     Shari Nelson 
6     Russell Miller 
6     Estelle Nienkerk 
7     Crystal Severance 
9     Josh Hein 
9     Cindy Rogers 
9     Matt Russell 
9     Pam Stewart 
10   Jordon Rogers 
11   Dennis Christensen 
11   Kimberly Kraft 

12   Robin Nelson 
13   Rolf Mahlberg 
13   Valeri Wilkening 
14   Ruth Rehborg 
15   Nicholas Dieter 
16   Jordyn Sholes 
17   Courtney Faragher 
19   Katelyn Frodermann 
20   Zachary McGaughey 
22   Jim Black 
24   Krista Van Note 
25   John Widboom 
25   Parker Bixby 
27   Debra Thueson 
28   Daren Bauman 
28   Emily Nienkerk 
28   Rod Poppema 
28   Grayson Waldner 

29   Amber Waldner 
30   Jeanette McCormick 
31   Olivia Adams 

“I Sought Wisdom In My Youth” 
She came to me in all her beauty. 

 
We sometimes think of wisdom as being reserved for people with gray hair. There is indeed a wisdom that 
comes from years of living. But there’s also a wisdom that comes from the hand of God. 
 
It’s this kind of wisdom that Chicago poet, Carl Sandburg, talks about in one of his poems. 
 
A little girl is watching a military parade. Everyone is cheerful, but she is sad. Her thoughts are not on the 
parade, but on the horror of war and killing. Finally, she turns to someone and says in effect: 
 
“I know something. The time will come when they will hold a war and nobody will come.” 
 
How open are we to the wisdom that God wishes to pour into our heart? 
 
The very young have a remarkable wisdom that comes fresh and unsullied from the hand of God himself. 

 
Illustrated Daily Homilies by Mark Lick, SJ  



  

July YOUTH NEWS 

A huge thank you to Shetek Lutheran Ministries for providing a fun day camp for us last month. We had 23 
kids join us and they had so much fun! 
 

Community Kids’ Camp 2025 was a huge success. Between the four churches we had 50 volunteers and 100 
kids registered with an average of 80 kids coming each night. A special shout out of thanks to Heidi, Cathy 
B, Kerry, Ethan, Erin, Pastor Jeanette and all our other amazing volunteers. Thanks also to all of our kitchen 
help - prepping, serving and cleaning up! Your service was really appreciated! 
 

RUMMAGE SALE INFO: 
Yes, you may bring your stuff…. But IF YOU HAVE LARGE ITEMS TO DONATE, PLEASE HOLD 
OFF ON BRINGING THEM until closer to the sale if possible. We have limited space to store things so we 
may be selling some things earlier on our “First Lutheran Youth Group Fundraisers” page on Facebook. 
Check out our page and like and share to stay up to date with all of the youth group fundraisers.  
 

HUGE Church Rummage Sale  
August 14 from 8am-8pm 
August 15 from 8am-8pm 
August 16 from 8am-4pm 
 

Feel free to take some posters and hang them up around town.  
 

If you were not able to attend the planning meeting, but want to help with the rummage sale just speak with 
Brenda R or just show up to help. We will have regular sorting and organizing times which we will post on 
the website, etc. 
 

We are looking for people who might be interested in providing some meals for some of the garage sale prep 
days and the days of the sale.  
 

There is a “pop machine” fridge outside of Brenda’s office. Feel free to check it out and also soon there will 
be containers to collect pop tabs to take to the Ronald McDonald House.  
 

July 20 - July 25 High School Mission Trip to Lake Traverse Reservation, SD 
July 20 - July 25 Elementary and Jr High groups going to Shetek Bible Camp 
 

Don’t forget to check out the youth bulletin board - stay up to date with all of the youth happenings! 
 

 

GRACIAS! THANK YOU! WE APPRECIATE YOU! MANY THANKS! 



          

 

We still have plenty of openings  on 
these dates: 

ABC Camp July 13-15 and August 3-4 
 
Mini Camp July 20-22 
 
4-6 Grade August 3-8 

14 Keeley Island Drive 
Slayton, MN 56172                   

507-763-3567 
camp@shetek.org 
www.shetek.org 

July 2025 

Shetek Lutheran Ministries Where Christ Renews and Empowers 

Help send kids to Camp…Become 
a Pelican Club or Timber Society 

member today.  Pelican Club 
members support the ministry 
with a gift of $100 - $499 a year 

and Timber Society members give 
$500 or more a year.  Thanks for 

your support! 
  
 

We met our Phase 1 
goal! Over 

$1,725,000 in gifts 
and pledges!  Our 
challenge goal is 

$2,000,000 and with 
increased costs, our 
budget has changed 

for our different 
phases. More info on 

our website. 
https://shetek.org/sl

m-master-plan/ 

Happy 4th of July!  
 
Wish List 
Adding Machine 
 
Office Supplies – Tape Dispensers,  
Staplers, Dry Erase Markers, Paper 
 
Spark Bibles 
 
Board Games 
 
Volunteers 

Still Time to Register for Camp 


