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OFFICE HOURS:  8:00 am to 4:30 pm  

Monday through Friday 
WORSHIP:  8:00 am and 10:00 am 
COMMUNION: First and Third Sundays 
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:00 am (Sept.–May) 
 

CONGREGATION OFFICERS 
GARY GERDES, PRESIDENT –   
(507) 376-3574 
LISA WALDNER, VICE PRESIDENT - 
(507) 372-4597 
MARY LARSON, SECRETARY –   
(507) 376-9182 
 

CHURCH STAFFCHURCH STAFFCHURCH STAFFCHURCH STAFF    

RICHARD RICKER--Pastor 
Natalie Zinnel--Administrative Secretary 
Amy Lein--Youth & Family Director 
David & Robin Stoyke--Custodians 
Lola Geisendorfer--Parish Visitor 
Pam Fleming--Worship Planner & Visual 

Coordinator 
Eric Parrish--Choir Director 
Jacquie Frerichs--Organist/Choir    

Accompanist 
Lois Gruis--Bell Choir Director 
Lori Nienkerk--Choir Accompanist/  
 Organist 
Dennis Selberg--Treasurer 
Deb Koob--Financial Secretary 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH, WORTHINGTON, MN  
God has called us, the baptized members of 
First Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Worthington, Minnesota, to proclaim the 
Gospel and make disciples of all people. 

Living out our Mission 
In obedience, we commit ourselves to the Lord’s 
ministry rooted in a fertile agricultural prairie of 
God’s creation.  Relying on the promise of the Holy 
Spirit, and through Word and Sacraments, we will 
grow toward wholeness through worship, learning, 
service, witness, support, and fellowship.   
 Adopted 5-31-87 
 

Reflections 
So when Joseph came to his brothers, they 
stripped him of his robe, the long robe with 
sleeves that he wore, and they took Joseph 
and threw him into a pit. Genesis 37:23,24 
 
This begins the story of a truly remarkable 
man. Joseph is tossed into a pit. He is left 
there to die by his brothers yet he lives and 
becomes one of the great men of his time. 
Joseph truly was “The one among many.” 
His life is a testament to the marvelous 
power of God and the tenacity of our 
human spirit. There are many examples of 
God’s power and our tenacious spirit in the 
Bible. This year we will be exploring some 
of those stories as our theme for the year 
will be “One Among the Many.”  
 
Our exploration will begin with our 11th 
Annual King Turkey Day service to be held 
this year at the Pioneer Village. We 
celebrate together and learn more about 
Joseph and his coat of many colors. We 
will celebrate with friends from our 
community singing and praising God with 
us. We will celebrate with a special activity 
for all ages between services. Be sure to 
mark your calendar, invite your friends and 
join us Sunday, September 20th at 8:00 am 
or 10:00 am in the Historic Pioneer Village.  
 
God’s peace, 
Pastor Richard 
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Lessons and Themes for the 
Sundays in September, 2009:  
9/6/09: 14th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Psalm 146 
 Isaiah 35:4-7a 
 James 2:1-10 [11-13] 14-17 
 Mark 7:24-37 
9/13/09: 15th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Psalm 116:1-9 
 Isaiah 50:4-9a 
 James 3:1-12 
 Mark 8:27-38 
9/20/09: 16th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Psalm 54 
 Jeremiah 11:18-50 
 James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 
 Mark 9:30-37 
9/27/09: 17th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Psalm 19:7-14 
 Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29 
 James 5:13-20 
 Mark 9:38-50 
 

Country Western Sunday 
Sunday, September 20, 2009!! 

We will be holding this community service 
at 8:00 & 10:00 am at Pioneer Village. 
Mark the date on your calendar, join in the 
service as part of our community choir, and 
be sure to bring your friends and neighbors 
to share this special time together. 

 

Praise the Lord 
The following is the financial report for First 
Lutheran as of July 31, 2009: 
General Fund: 
 Bal. 6/30/09: ($13,996.41)
 Inc., July $19,041.00 
 Exp., July $22,745.59
 Bal. 7/31/09: ($17,701.00) 
Building  
 Bal. 6/30/09:  $27,620.57
 Inc., July $745.50 
 Exp., July $458.88 
 Bal. 7/31/09:  $27,907.19 

 
Sunday Servants 

If for any reason you are 
unable to serve on the Sunday 
indicated, please trade with 
someone else on the list or find 
a replacement and contact the 
church office so that the names 

can be listed correctly in the church bulletin.  
Please watch the mail for the post card. This is 
a temporary schedule for the month so it may 
change.  Thank you. 
 
Tape Duplicator: Terry Bramel 
 
Van Driver:   
9/6 Bob Burmeister 
9/13 Doug Konold 
9/20 Dennis Selberg 
9/27 Mike Vosburgh 
 
Acolytes (Contact Person: Julia Berger, 
376-6906) 
9/6 8:00 Tyler Faragher 
  Logan Rogers 
 10:00 Nathan Patten 
  Brianna Kraft 
9/13 8:00 Colton Poppema 
  Sarah Waldner 
 10:00 Troy Feller/Nathan Russell 
9/20  Country Western Service 
9/27 8:00 Trevor Wietzema 
  Nick Demuth 
 10:00 Nathan Patten 
  Katie Randgaard 
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Ushers (Contact Person: Julia Berger) 
9/6 8:00 Courtney Faragher 
 10:00 Zachary Kempema 
9/13 8:00 Logan Waldner 
 10:00 Jordan Gieselman 
9/20 8:00 Country Western Service 
 10:00 Country Western Service 
9/27 8:00 Lauren Stanton 
 10:00 Rebecca Christensen 
 
Greeters (Contact Person: Church 
Office, 376-6148) 
9/6 8:00 Arnold Waldner Family 
 10:00 Curt & Glennis Pearson 
9/13 8:00 Doug & Ardys Jacobson 
 10:00 Lonnie & Nancy Myrom  
  Family 
9/20 8:00 Country Western Service 
 10:00 Country Western Service 
9/27 8:00 Jeff & Lynnette Faragher  
  Family 
 10:00 Dennis & Janet Zierke 
 
Lectors (Contact Person: Church Office, 
376-6148) 
9/6 8:00 Travis Frazee 
 10:00 Brenda Hurlbut 
9/13 8:00 Marie Mews 
 10:00 Nancy Myrom 
9/20 8:00 Country Western Service 
 10:00 Country Western Service 
9/27 8:00 Leroy Merkel 
 10:00 Ryan McGaughey 
 
Coffee Servers (Contact Person: Church 
Office, 376-6148) 
9/6 Byron & Cindy Swart 
 Dave & Robin Stoyke 
9/13 Debbie & Dale Koob 
 Keith & Mary Larson 
9/20 Country Western Service 
9/27 Dennis & Judy Selberg 
 Theresa & Jeff Rotert 
 
 
 

Contemp. Liturgist (Contact Person: Pam 
Fleming, 376-5429) 
9/13 8:00 John Vihlen 
 10:00 Lisa Waldner 
 
Liturgist (Contact Person: Pam Fleming, 
376-5429) 
9/6 8:00 Ed Philipp 
 10:00 Jade Ternus 
9/20  Country Western Service 
9/27 8:00 Matt Russell 
 10:00 Lonnie Myrom 
 
Synthesizer (Contact Person: Pam 
Fleming, 376-5429) 
9/13 8 & 10  Katie Fleming 
 
Nursery Attendants (Contact Person:  
Church Office, 376-6148) 
9/6 8:00 Olivia Stanton 
  Kassie Wilkening 
 10:00 Doris Selberg/Mary Larson 
9/13 8:00 Linda Towne 
  Paula Laffrenzen 
 10:00 Merle & Pat Elsing 
9/20 8:00 Country Western Service 
 10:00 Country Western Service 
9/27 8:00 Lynnea Faragher Family 
 10:00 Janet Patten/Carol Seivert 
 
Busy Bags (Contact Person: Sara Barber, 
360-1368) 
September:  Julie Christensen 
October:  Paula Laffrenzen 
November:  Dana White 

 
 1 Kourtney Bauman 
 2 Alyssa Berg 
 2 Dennis Gieselman 
 4 Ray Buchman 
 4 Pam Thiner 
 5 Robert Benson 
 5 David Dieter 
 6 Cody Melendrez 
 6 Jeff Randall 
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 6 Tami Rogers 
 6 Dianne Sanderson 
 8 Jean Johnson 
 8 Mary Kraft 
 8 Robin Stoyke 
 12 Brittany Berger 
 12 Joanne Elabedi 
 12 Ryan Morrison 
 14 Stacy Broich 
 16 Jessica Bicknese 
 16 Sara Broich 
 16 Brittany Frisch 
 16 Harold Hallstrom 
 17 Jackie Feller 
 17 Gary Frodermann 
 17 Nathan Lowe 
 20 Todd Dolliver 
 20 Craig Patten 
 22 Ashley Veen 
 22 Vona Mae Vihlen 
 23 Don Olsen 
 23 Charles Veen 
 24 Jan Kruse 
 24 Sandy Rogers 
 25 Nora Leinen 
 26 Jack Bryngelson 
 26 Kevin Fleming 
 27 Bonnie Bents 
 27 Chelsey Frazee 
 27 Bridget Huber 
 27 Wanda Thueson 
 28 Mike Burns 
 29 Paula Laffrenzen 
 

 
 
 

Seasoned Citizens: We have some 
exciting programs coming up for our 
Seasoned Citizens and we pray that many 
of you will join us for these events.  
 On Thursday, September 10th at 2:00 pm, 
Vernietta Hansberger will share with us 
about her mission trip to Tanzania. 
 On Thursday, October 8th, we are excited 
to have Tim Graf (Lois and Erving's son) 
share with us about the ice harvesting 
business that his grandparents ran in 
Worthington.   He has been sharing this 
information with many students and groups 
in the Twin Cities area. 
 Mark your calendars now so you don't 
miss any of these special programs. 
    
First Lutheran Benefits from your Grocery First Lutheran Benefits from your Grocery First Lutheran Benefits from your Grocery First Lutheran Benefits from your Grocery 
Purchases. Purchases. Purchases. Purchases. When you buy groceries at Hy-
Vee, with the Hy-Vee Gift Card, First 
Lutheran receives 5% from the sale of the 
gift card. Get yours today! The cards are 
available in the church office and between 
services on Sunday. We have $10, $25, $50 
or $100 gift cards to sell. You pay the full 
price for the card and the church receives 
5%. All the cards are prepaid and are like 
cash when you purchase them. As of July 
31, 2009 a total of $15,853.08 has been put 
into the general fund.    

 
All Church Teams & Organizations: 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans still has 
congregational supplemental funds 
available for this year, but they are limited. 
If you have an event coming up and would 
like supplemental funds from Thrivent, 
please get your requests in now. Requests 
will be considered on a first come, first 
served basis. Pick up your request forms 
from the church office and submit to Kevin 
Fleming, Marlene Swanson, or Doug 
Christensen. Thank you! 
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CONFIRMATION 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Attention all 7 th and 8th Graders: 

Confirmation will begin 
Wednesday, September 16th at 
6:00 pm. 
 
All 9 th graders will meet with 
their guides September 16th at 
7:00 pm. 
 
All 10th graders will meet with 
their parents in the lounge on 
Sunday, September 27th between 
services to prepare for 
Confirmation on Sunday, 
November 1st. 
 
Attention College-Bound 
Students: Please call the church 
office to let us know of your college 
address so that we can update our 
mailing lists and directory listings. 
Thanks! 
 
The 63rd Annual Shetek Women's Retreat is 
Friday & Saturday, September 18th & 19th.  
The theme is "We Walk By Faith" and runs 
from 4:00 pm - 2:30 pm.  Activities include 
Keynote Speaker Dee Raap "High Tide on the 
Prairie Making the Journey Great", Bible 
Study, Lunch, and Worship.  This is a retreat 
for women of all ages--women with busy lives 
who find there is not enough "me" time.  
Return to your family and community feeling 
Renewed and Refreshed.  Registration fee 
(including lunch) is $25 for Saturday only.  The 
retreat is held at Shetek Lutheran Ministries 
and brochures are available in the narthex.  If 
you are interested in carpooling or have any 
questions, contact Sara Barber (360-1368 or 
sbarber@vmcclinic.com). 

  
 
 
 
 
BAPTISM: We welcomed Gerret James 
Larson, son of Justin & Dana Larson, as a 
fellow member of the family of God 
through Baptism on Sunday, July 5, 2009. 
Sponsors are Jesse & Sara Hooge. 
Welcome to the Lord’s family, Gerret. 
 

Rally Sunday is 
September 13th. 
Join us as we 
kick off this 
Sunday School 
year.  

 
Early Riser Bible Study  

ATTENTION: The Early Risers Bible 
Study will be meeting at a new time this 
year. Starting on Wednesday, September 
23rd we will meet at 7:00 am in the lounge.  
 
Girl Scouts in your town are looking for 
Leaders, Co-Leaders and Assistant 
Leaders. Mentor groups of girls in your 
community, guiding them through age-
appropriate activities designed to build 
leadership skills by helping girls discover, 
connect, and take action. Training, new 
friends, and fun guaranteed. Adults, male 
and females, who enjoy working with 
youth and who want to experience the 
power of mentoring are welcome. Training 
provided. Meetings for troop schedules are 
flexible. Any questions, please contact 
Brenda Skrove at 507-847-4241, toll free 
@ 800-845-0787 ext 1620 or 
brenda.skrove@girlsoutsrv.org.  
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Bible Readings 
For 

September, 2009 
 

1   Isaiah        19-21    
            2   Isaiah         22-24    
            3   Isaiah         25-27    
            4   Isaiah         28-30    
            5   Isaiah         31-33    
            6   Isaiah         34-36    
            7   Isaiah         37-39    
            8   Isaiah         40-42    
            9   Isaiah         43-45    
           10  Isaiah         46-48    
           11  Isaiah         49-51    
           12  Isaiah         52-54    
           13  Isaiah         55-57    
           14  Isaiah         58-60    
           15  Jeremiah       1-3      
           16  Jeremiah       4-6      
           17  Jeremiah       7-9      
           18  Jeremiah       10-12    
           19  Jeremiah       13-15    
           20  Jeremiah       16-18    
           21  Jeremiah       19-21    
           22  Jeremiah       22-24    
           23  Jeremiah       25-27    
           24  Jeremiah       28-30    
           25  Jeremiah       31-33    
           26  Jeremiah       34-36    
           27  Jeremiah       37-39    
           28  Jeremiah       40-42    
           29  Jeremiah       43-45    
           30  Jeremiah       46-48    
 
 The readings for September cover 
two of the most prominent prophets in the 
Old Testament.   
 
 
 
 
 

Psalms 
For 

September, 2009 
 

            1   PSALM 106:1-12     
            2   PSALM 106:13-23    
            3   PSALM 106:13-23    
            4   PSALM 106:24-33    
            5   PSALM  106:24-33    
            6   PSALM  106:34-48    
            7   PSALM 106:34-48    
            8   PSALM 107:1-9      
            9   PSALM  107:1-9      
           10   PSALM  107:10-22    
           11   PSALM  107:10-22    
           12   PSALM  107:23-32    
           13   PSALM  107:23-32    
           14   PSALM  107:33-43    
           15   PSALM  107:33-43    
           16   PSALM  108 
           17   PSALM  108 
           18   PSALM  109:1-15     
           19   PSALM  109:1-15     
           20   PSALM  109:1-15     
           21   PSALM  109:16-31    
           22   PSALM  109:16-31    
           23   PSALM  109:16-31    
           24   PSALMS  110 & 111    
           25   PSALMS  110 & 111    
           26   PSALM  112 
           27   PSALM  112 
           28   PSALMS  113 & 114    
           29   PSALMS  113 & 114    
           30   PSALM  115 
 
 The Psalms are prayers from the 
very soul of the ‘pray-er.’  They are also 
cries for help, justice, vengeance.  Pray the 
Psalms from your soul. 
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YOUTH NEWSYOUTH NEWSYOUTH NEWSYOUTH NEWS    
It’s that time of year again, time for 
youth group to start! I am very excited 
about this year because last year went 
so well.  This year there will be a few 
changes. First, Elementary youth group 
will be mostly staying the same.  We 
will be meeting from 6-6:45 and will be 
splitting up into groups at times for 
different activity stations.  As usual, I 
will need adult and youth helpers.  The 
change is that the first Wednesday of 
each month there will be no youth 
group for elementary youth.   
 
The middle school youth will also share 
this change of not having youth group 
the first Wednesday of each month.  
There is a special worship event for the 
senior high youth called the W.A.Y 
(Worthington Area Youth). The middle 
school youth also will not be meeting 
with the senior high youth.  Both groups 
will be meeting from 7-8 but will be 
meeting in separate places.  There will 
be times when the groups come 
together for interactive activities such 
as fun games, games with a point, 
messy nights, challenge and team 
building activities, and servant projects.  
Both groups will also be having small 
group once a month starting in 
November and the girls will all be 
together again for this.   
 
I will need help from parents and other 
adults because while I will be involved 
with both groups from week to week, I 
cannot be in two places at one time.  
There will be a meeting the first 
Wednesday of every month at 6 for the 
adults involved in helping me with youth 
group.  I will have detailed outlines of 
the activities in youth group for that 
month for you at the meeting. If any 

adult is interested in helping please, 
contact me. 
 
God’s Peace, 
Amy 
 

Youth Updates: 
 
* Youth Group starts on the 23rd!  
Elementary is from 6:00-6:45 pm, 
Middle School and High School are 
from 7:00-8:00 pm.  Any adults who 
would like to help out with any age 
should contact Amy. 
 
* There is a box outside of Amy’s office 
for dropping off forms, or payments. 
This is an attempt to better track trip 
payments and fundraiser donations.  
Please do not hand forms or checks in 
to Amy, rather put them in the box. 
 
*Mc Prayer starts the first Friday of 
school, the 11th.  Middle school and 
high school students are welcome to 
stop by McDonalds at 6:30 am on 
Fridays for a free meal and a devotion 
to start their day off in a Godly way.   
 
*The WAY is on the 8th at the high 
school cafeteria. 

 
 

 

 

    


