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OFFICE HOURS:  8:00 am to 4:30 pm  

Monday through Friday 
WORSHIP:  8:00 am and 10:00 am 
COMMUNION: First and Third Sundays 
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:00 am (Sept.–May) 
 

CONGREGATION OFFICERS 
GARY GERDES, PRESIDENT –   
(507) 376-3574 
LISA WALDNER, VICE PRESIDENT - 
(507) 372-4597 
MARY LARSON, SECRETARY –   
(507) 376-9182 
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RICHARD RICKER--Pastor 
Natalie Zinnel--Administrative Secretary 
Amy Lein--Youth & Family Director 
David & Robin Stoyke--Custodians 
Lola Geisendorfer--Parish Visitor 
Pam Fleming--Worship Planner & Visual 

Coordinator 
Eric Parrish--Choir Director 
Jacquie Frerichs--Organist/Choir    

Accompanist 
Lois Gruis--Bell Choir Director 
Lori Nienkerk--Choir Accompanist/  
 Organist 
Dennis Selberg--Treasurer 
Deb Koob--Financial Secretary 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH, WORTHINGTON, MN  
God has called us, the baptized members of 
First Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Worthington, Minnesota, to proclaim the 
Gospel and make disciples of all people. 

Living out our Mission 
In obedience, we commit ourselves to the Lord’s 
ministry rooted in a fertile agricultural prairie of 
God’s creation.  Relying on the promise of the Holy 
Spirit, and through Word and Sacraments, we will 
grow toward wholeness through worship, learning, 
service, witness, support, and fellowship.   
 Adopted 5-31-87 
 

Reflections 
Please read the article that is on 
the ivory piece of paper in the 
Evangel. This is an important 
letter for all to read.  
 
Lessons and Themes for the 
Sundays in November, 2009:  
11/1/09: All Saints Day 
 Psalm 24 
 Isaiah 25:6-9 
 Revelations 21:1-6a 
 John 11:32-44 
11/8/09: 23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
 Psalm 146 
 1 Kings 17:8-16 
 Hebrews 9:24-28 
 Mark 12:38-44 
11/15/09: 24th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Psalm 16 
 Daniel 12:1-3 
 Hebrews 10:11-25 
 Mark 13:1-8 
11/22/09: Christ the King 
 Psalm 93 
 Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 Revelations 1:4b-8 
 John 18:33-37 
11/29/09: 1st Sunday in Advent 
 Psalm 25:1-10 
 Jeremiah 33:14-16 
 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
 Luke 21:25-36 
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Praise the Lord 
The following is the financial report for 
First Lutheran as of September, 2009: 
General Fund: 
 Bal. 8/31/09: ($15,781.57)
 Inc., September $32,009.67 
 Exp., September $19,256.60
 Bal. 9/30/09: ($3,028.50) 
Building  
 Bal. 8/31/09:  $28,060.03
 Inc., September $26,820.50 
 Exp., September $52,200.00 
 Bal. 9/30/09:  $2,680.53 

 
Sunday Servants 
If for any reason you are unable to 
serve on the Sunday indicated, 
please trade with someone else on 
the list or find a replacement and 
contact the church office so that 
the names can be listed correctly 

in the church bulletin.  Please watch the mail 
for the post card. This is a temporary schedule 
for the month so it may change.  Thank you. 
 
Tape Duplicator: Rueben Svingen 
 
Van Driver:   
11/1 Mark Broich 
11/8 Doug Frisch 
11/15 Doug Konold 
11/22 Terry Bramel 
11/29 Mike Vosburgh 
 

Acolytes (Contact Person: Julia Berger, 
376-6906) 
11/1 8:00 Miles Veen 
  Colton Poppema 
 10:00 Logan Rogers 
  Brianna Kraft 
11/8 8:00 Nathan Russell 
  Jon Faragher 
 10:00 Nathan Patten 
  Katie Randgaard 
11/15 8:00 Nathan Faragher 
  Sarah Waldner 
 10:00 Troy Feller/Brianna Kraft 
11/22 8:00 Trevor Wietzema 
  Nick Demuth 
 10:00 Nathan Patten 
  Logan Rogers 
11/25 6:30PM Colton Poppema 
  Troy Feller 
11/29 8:00 Nathan Faragher 
  Miles Veen 
 10:00 Katie Randgaard 
  Brianna Kraft 
 
Ushers (Contact Person: Julia Berger) 
11/1 8:00 Zach Kempema 
 10:00 Levi Severance 
11/8 8:00 Lauren Stanton 
 10:00 Jordan Gieselman 
11/15 8:00 Courtney Faragher 
 10:00 Rebecca Christensen 
11/22 8:00 Logan Waldner 
 10:00 Levi Severance 
11/25 6:30PM Lauren Stanton 
11/29 8:00 Courtney Faragher 
 10:00 Zachary Kempema 
 
Busy Bags (Contact Person: Sara Barber, 
360-1368) 
November:  Dana White 
December 2009:  Lynette Demuth 
January 2010:  Kathy Craun 
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Greeters (Contact Person: Church 
Office, 376-6148) 
11/1 8:00 Dennis & Judy Selberg 
 10:00 Gene & Charlene Wachter 
11/8 8:00 Bob & Jean Dieter 
 10:00 Keith & Mary Larson 
11/15 8:00 Dave & Marjorie  
  Livingston 
 10:00 Darcy Poppema Family 
11/22 8:00 Ron & Winora Hallstrom 
 10:00 Dennis & Shelly  
  Gieselman Family 
11/25 6:30PM Ron & Karen Almjeld 
11/29 8:00 Bob & Jane Benson 
 10:00 Merle & Pat Elsing 
 
Lectors (Contact Person: Church Office, 
376-6148) 
11/1 8:00 Lisa Waldner 
 10:00 Karen Lewis 
11/8 8:00 Cindy Russell 
 10:00 Matt Widboom 
11/15 8:00 Brenda Stanton 
 10:00 Daniel Anderson 
11/22 8:00 Matt Russell 
 10:00 Brandon Berger 
11/25 6:30PM Mary Larson 
11/29 8:00 John Widboom 
 10:00 Marlene Swanson 
 
Coffee Servers (Contact Person: Church 
Office, 376-6148) 
11/1 Keith & Brenda Stanton 
 Robert & Bonnie Bents 
11/8 Matt & Alisa Russell 
 Diana & Dana White 
11/15 Vernon & Marie Mews 
 Gayden & Linda Wohlman 
11/22 Joan Doeden/Rosann Boots 
 Lola Geisendorfer 
11/29 John & Vona Mae Vihlen 
 Evelyn Lambert 
 
 
 
 
 

Contemp. Liturgist (Contact Person: Pam 
Fleming, 376-5429) 
11/8 8 & 10 Lisa Waldner 
11/22 8:00 Rich Liapis  
 10:00 Matt Russell 
 
Liturgist (Contact Person: Pam Fleming, 
376-5429) 
11/1 8:00 John Vihlen 
 10:00 Lonnie Myrom 
11/15 8:00 Ryan McGaughey 
 10:00 Ben Christensen 
11/25 6:30 Leroy Merkel  
 
Synthesizer (Contact Person: Pam 
Fleming, 376-5429) 
11/8 8 & 10  Brenda Hurlbut 
11/22 8:00 Brenda Stanton 
 10:00 Nancy Myrom  
 
Nursery Attendants (Contact Person:  
Church Office, 376-6148) 
11/1 8:00 Ruth Yeske 
  Norma Woodbury 
 10:00 Merle & Pat Elsing 
11/8 8:00 Diana & Dana White 
 10:00 Gene & Charlene Wachter 
11/15 8:00 Robin Stoyke 
  Winora Hallstrom 
 10:00 Gary & Marless Milbrath 
11/22 8:00 Olivia Stanton 
  Kassie Wilkening 
 10:00 Ryan & Rebecca 
  McGaughey 
11/29 8:00 Linda Towne 
  Paula Laffrenzen 
 10:00 Doris Selberg/Mary Larson 
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 1 Joan Erickson 
 1 John Spillman 
 2 Albert Selberg 
 3 Trey Davis 
 3 Jim Hudson 
 3 Aria Larson 
 3 Anna White 
 5 Justin Dieter 
 6 Carrie Adams 
 6 Diana White 
 8 Shanee Feller 
 9 Tyler Faragher 
 9 Donald Grant 
 9 Gloria Widboom 
 10 Sabrina Klein 
 10 Arlene Lowe 
 11 Don Larson 
 12 Misti Dieter 
 12 Nathaniel Heig 
 12 Chris Kruse 
 12 Karlie Lowe 
 13 Steve Jacobs 
 13 Craig Nienkerk 
 13 Tom Peterson 
 14 Angela Lowe 
 14 Marlene Swanson 
 14 Myranda Widboom 
 15 Joseph Christensen 
 16 Ann Bixby 
 16 Rhonda Langland 
 16 Jade Ternus 
 16 Allen Veen 
 17 Holly Bryngelson 
 17 Aleanna Heig 
 17 Zachary Kempema 
 17 Martin Schoenecker 
 19 Linda Dieter 
 20 Andrew Huber 
 20 Katrienne Schoenecker 
 21 Jeff Berger 
 21 Lois Graf 
 21 Doug Jacobson 
 23 Benjamin Christensen 
 24 Ross DeWitt 
 25 Natalie Demuth 
 25 Alfred Luing 
 26 Howard McCausland 

 26 Wesley Widboom 
 27 Matthew Widboom 
 28 Amy Dykema 
 28 Rosie Rogers 
 29 Dorothy McCuen 
 30 Julie Christensen 
 30 Amanda Poppema 
 30 Sara Ricker 
 
Seasoned Citizens:  On Thursday, 
November 12th we will meet at 2:00 pm in 
Centennial Hall. Watch the bulletin for 
more information. 
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Thanksgiving Eve Service & Pie Fest 

 On Wednesday, November 
25, 2009, we will celebrate 

Thanksgiving with our annual 
Thanksgiving Eve Service 
at 6:30 p.m. Everyone is 
invited — bring a friend. 

Following the service we will have our pie 
fest.  Families are invited to bring a pie to 
share and join in the fellowship and fun. 
 

REMINDER:   On Sunday, November 
1, 2009 the time will 
change from Daylight 
Savings Time.  
Remember this means to 
set your clock back one 
hour. 
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Poinsettias will again be used at our 
Christmas services.  If you would like to 
order one in memory or in honor of a loved 
one, contact the church office at 376-6148.  
Please indicate if you will be picking them 
up after the Christmas Day Service or if 
you will leave them here to be delivered to 
the shut-ins or nursing homes.  Please leave 
the name of the person or persons you are 
giving one for. The cost of a poinsettia will 
be $10.00. The deadline to have your 
order in is December 8th. Thank you! 
 

Zone Shepherds: Please update your church 
directory.  This is the only place Zones are 
listed if there is a change of address. 
 
Gary & Diane Koschmeder 
216 12th Avenue SE 
Stanley, ND 58784 
 
 

Dear FLC, 
 Thank you for the gracious reception you 
extended to me on Sunday, September 14, 
2009, when I was privileged to present the 
Gideon ministry to you. It was a joy for me to 
be a part of your worship service. 
 On behalf of the Worthington Gideon Camp 
and the Gideon’s International, I want to 
express my sincere thanks to you for you 
support of the Gideon work. The offering 
which was given in the amount of $227 is 
tangible evidence of the love you have for 
making the word of God available to those who 
otherwise may not have a copy. This will 
enable 45 Bibles or 168 Testaments to be 
purchased and places. We can pray that many 
precious souls will come to a saving faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ as a result of these Scriptures 
being distributed. 
 Sincerely yours in Christ, Rich Greve 
 

Community Christmas Baskets 
 The following items are needed to fill baskets 
for the needy families in Nobles County: 

·  Cash Donations to be used to purchase 
food and gifts of warm clothing 

·  Non-perishable foods such as canned 
or boxed fruits, vegetables, meats, 
soups, rice, pasta, or potatoes 

·  New (no used items please) mittens, 
gloves, caps, slippers or stockings for 
children 

·  New toys for children 
·  Toiletries such as toothbrushes, 

toothpaste, soaps, and combs 
 We also need volunteers to help sort, pack 
and deliver the baskets. If you would like to 
help, please call either Diane Waldner at 372-
2419 or Pat Remme at 376-4525. 
 Cash Donations may be mailed to: 
Community Christmas Baskets 
PO Box 55 
Worthington, MN 56187 
 Donated items may be delivered to the 
American Reformed Church, 1740 N. 
Burlington, Worthington, between the hours of 
8:00 am and 10:00 am on Thursday, December 
3rd. If it is not possible to deliver the items at 
this time, please contact Peggy Olson at 376-
4869. Thank you for you support! 
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LUTEFISK–MEATBALL DINNER 
IS SUNDAY, DEC. 6, 2009 

SERVING AT 2:30 AND 5:30 
  
We appreciate the support of the whole 
congregation for this activity.  You are 
welcome to volunteer to help; we can use 
all ages.  Join the fun. 
 
Make Lefse – Rolling lefse starting at 8:00 
am on Wednesday, December 2nd.  Bring 
rolling pin and lefse grill if you have one. 
Call Dorothy Bauman at 376-6948 or Betty 
Burns at 376-5651. 
Roll Meatballs – 8:00 am on Thursday, 
December 3rd.  Need some small ice cream 
scoops, and jelly roll pans or cookie sheets 
with edge. Call - Terry and Linda 
Neugebauer at 683-2897. 
Peel Potatoes – 8:00 am on Saturday, 
December 5th.  Bring your own potato 
peeler. Call Marie Christensen at 376-5240. 
 Helpers on Sunday, December 6th  
Call - Vona Mae Vihlen at 945-8407 or 
Bobbie Elvin at 376-5782. 
 
Arlene Lowe will be calling for Swedish 
Cookies, Pam Fleming for rice pudding and 
Karen Buchman for money to purchase 
Cool Whip. 
 
Ninth Graders will serve plates of cookies 
with Santa Lucia. Arranged by Bonnie 
Bents  
 
Sign up sheets will be on the ticket table in 
November for fresh or cooked Lutefisk.  
Sign up sheets will also be available for 
extra meatballs, lefse, cookies, rice 
pudding, and salad. 
 
All workers need to purchase a ticket to eat.  
Workers in the Dining Area please wear 
white tops and black skirts or slacks.  Pick 
up red capes, caps, and suspenders in the 
Nursery. 

 

 
 

BAPTISM: We 
welcomed Lillyan Jade 
Price, daughter of Ryan 
& Sarah Price, as a 

fellow member of the family of God 
through Baptism on Sunday, October 4, 
2009. Sponsors are Matt & Katy Liapis and 
Emily & Rudy Wernimont. Welcome to the 
Lord’s family, Lillyan. 
 

DEATH & SYMPATHY:  Glenda Olsen 
died September 11, 2009 at the age of 96 
years. Her service was held on September 
17, 2009. We extend our Christian 
sympathy to her family. 
 
DEATH & SYMPATHY:  Margaret 
Cooper died October 12, 2009 at the age of 
93 years. Her service was held on October 
15, 2009. We extend our Christian 
sympathy to her family. 
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Bible Readings 
For 

November, 2009 
 

1   Hosea          13-14    
            2   Joel            1-3      
            3   Amos            1-3      
            4   Amos            4-6      
            5   Amos            7-9      
            6   Obadiah           1      
                 Haggai         1-2      
            7   Micah           1-3      
            8   Micah           4-7      
            9   Nahum         1-2      
           10   Nahum        3-4      
           11  Habakkuk    1-3      
           12  Zephaniah    1-3      
           13  Zechariah      1-3      
           14  Zechariah      4-6      
           15  Zechariah      7-9      
           16  Zechariah     10-12    
           17  Zechariah     13-14    
           18   Malachi        1-4      
           19   Matthew       1-2      
           20   Matthew       3-4      
           21   Matthew       5-6      
           22   Matthew       7-8      
           23   Matthew       9-10     
           24   Matthew      11-12    
           25   Matthew      13-14    
           26   Matthew      15-16    
           27   Matthew      17-18    
           28   Matthew      19-20    
           29   Matthew      21-22    
           30   Matthew      23-24    
  
 This month finds our readings in the 
Minor Prophets and the Gospel of 
Matthew.   
 
 
 
 
 

Psalms 
For 

November, 2009 
 

1   PSALMS 119:97-104   
            2   PSALMS 119:97-104   
            3   PSALMS 119:105-112  
            4   PSALMS 119:105-112  
            5   PSALMS 119:113-120  
            6   PSALMS 119:113-120  
            7   PSALMS 119:121-128  
            8   PSALMS 119:121-128  
            9   PSALMS 119:129-136  
           10   PSALMS 119:129-136  
           11   PSALMS 119:137-144  
           12   PSALMS 119:137-144  
           13   PSALMS 119:145-152  
           14   PSALMS 119:145-152  
           15   PSALMS 119:153-160  
           16   PSALMS 119:153-160  
           17   PSALMS 119:161-168  
           18   PSALMS 119:161-168  
           19   PSALMS 119:169-176  
           20   PSALMS 119:169-176  
           21   PSALMS 120 & 121    
           22   PSALMS 120 & 121    
           23   PSALMS 122 & 123    
           24   PSALMS 122 & 123    
           25   PSALMS 124 & 125    
           26   PSALMS 124 & 125    
           27   PSALMS 126 & 127    
           28   PSALMS 126 & 127    
           29   PSALMS 128 & 129    
           30   PSALMS 128 & 129    

 
Remember that we present the Psalms as 
“prayer islands” in your prayer life.  Places 
where you can stop and be ‘with’ God for a 
few moments. 
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This summer our 
senior high youth will 
be going somewhere 
different for our 
mission trip; 
Ferryville Wisconsin.  
There we will be 

working at a Bible camp to help them 
be a safe, fun, and fully functional place 
for youth to grow in their faith.  At this 
camp we will be putting in hard labor by 
making improvements to camp.  From 
clearing trails for hiking and horseback 
riding, to painting or staining buildings 
and decks, to putting together tables 
and preparing camp for the summer. 
Our youth will be getting their hands 
dirty and sweaty working for Christ.  
This trip is unique not just in the fact 
that we mainly will be doing 
improvement projects but also in the 
fact that while at camp our youth will be 
able to experience some of the benefits 
as well.  We will get to ride horses, 
enjoy the pool, worship with the rest of 
camp, have daily Bible study and 
devotions, and spend some time 
around a campfire.  I encourage you all 
to pray for this summer.  Pray that our 
youth may be devoted to service and 
can attend this unique trip.  Pray that 
while at camp we can make a 
difference in the lives of the hundreds 
of students who will be going through 
that valley.  Pray that the hearts of our 
youth may be touched and that they 
may grow in relation to Christ and to 
one another.  Also feel free to check 
out the website for this camp at 
www.sugarcreekbiblecamp.org 
 
God’s Peace, 
Amy 
 

Youth Updates: 
 
* There is a box outside of Amy’s office 
for dropping off forms or payments. 
This is an attempt to keep better track 
of trip payments and fundraiser 
donations.  Please do not hand forms 
or checks in to Amy, rather put them in 
the box. 
 
*There is no W.A.Y. this month; instead 
we are doing Pirates for the Pantry on 
the 4th. 
 
*The Elementary youth are making 
snowman ornaments to sell to raise 
money for Heifer International.  In the 
past we have purchased a llama and 
pig for needy families.  There is a tree 
on the table by the bathrooms with the 
ornaments on it.  Please put a donation 
in the bucket. 
 
*Youth interested in helping out at the 
Lutefisk dinner should contact Amy.   
 
*Next month we will be making goodies 
on December 9th. There will be no 
regular youth activities with Amy this 
evening.   
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