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OFFICE HOURS:  8:00 am to 4:30 pm  

Monday through Friday 
WORSHIP:  8:00 am and 10:00 am 
COMMUNION: First and Third Sundays 
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:00 am (Sept–May) 
 

CONGREGATION OFFICERS 
RICH LIAPIS, PRESIDENT –   
(507) 727-6901 
LONNIE MYROM, VICE PRESIDENT - 
(507) 376-9039 
DAREN BAUMAN, SECRETARY –   
(507) 376-3612 
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RICHARD RICKER--Pastor 
Natalie Zinnel--Administrative Secretary 
Amy Lein--Youth & Family Director 
David & Robin Stoyke--Custodians 
Lola Geisendorfer--Parish Visitor 
Pam Fleming--Worship Planner & Visual 

Coordinator 
Eric Parrish--Choir Director 
Jacquie Frerichs--Organist/Choir    

Accompanist 
Lois Gruis--Bell Choir Director 
Lori Nienkerk--Choir Accompanist/  
 Organist 
Dennis Selberg--Treasurer 
Deb Koob--Financial Secretary 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH, WORTHINGTON, MN  
God has called us, the baptized members of 
First Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Worthington, Minnesota, to proclaim the 
Gospel and make disciples of all people. 

Living out our Mission 
In obedience, we commit ourselves to the Lord’s 
ministry rooted in a fertile agricultural prairie of 
God’s creation.  Relying on the promise of the Holy 
Spirit, and through Word and Sacraments, we will 
grow toward wholeness through worship, learning, 
service, witness, support, and fellowship.   
 Adopted 5-31-87 

 

Reflections 
You’re still just a kid they tell me. Oh, your 
60 years old – so wait’til you get to be our 
age. Age is just a number. Haven’t you 
heard 60 is the new 50? These and many 
other comments have come my way as I 
entered my 60th year. Yes, I know there are 
many who are older. Yes, I know that these 
are my golden years but I remember when 
my dad and mom turned 60 and I thought 
wow, are they getting old. At any rate, I 
thank you for the many cards and blessings 
I have received and for your sense of 
humor. After all, age is just a number. 
Abraham and Sara had children when they 
were older. Methuselah lived 900 years. I 
guess I am making a little too much of this 
60th year after all. I am going to get up out 
of my recliner, put down the remote and get 
on with my life. 
  
God’s peace, Richard 
 

Special Worship Service Guest 
There will be a very special guest leading 
us in worship on Sunday, May 16th at both 
services. Youth minister, recording artist 
and friend of First Lutheran, Nick Stevens, 
will be leading us in contemporary and 
spirit-filled worship at both services. Be 
sure to invite your friends to this special 
time together. Nick will also be appearing 
in concert on Saturday, May 15th at 
BenLee’s restaurant from 7 to 9 pm. By the 
way, Nick is married to Ashley Frazee 
whose family was very active at First until 
they moved to Alexandria a few years ago. 
Don’t miss this opportunity to see Nick in 
concert and at worship in May. 
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Lessons and Themes for the 
Sundays in May, 2010: 
Bold Church: A journey through the book 
of Acts. A story of mystery, wonder, 
danger and adventure, purpose and vision, 
as God’s message of redemption and 
salvation spreads is our theme for May. 
5/2/10: 5th Sunday in Easter 
Bold Church: Transformation 
 Psalm 148 
 Acts 16:6-15 
 Revelation 21:1-6 
 John 13:31-35 
5/9/10: 6th Sunday in Easter 
Bold Church: Testimony 
 Psalm 67 
 Acts 22:3-16 
 Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5 
 John 14:23-29 
5/16/10: 7th Sunday in Easter 
Bold Church: Adventure 
 Psalm 97 
 Acts 27:13-26, 33-38 
 Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 
 John 17:20-26 
5/23/10: Day of Pentecost 
Bold Church: Rock 
 Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
 1 Peter 1:13-21 
 Romans 8:14-17 
 John 14:8-17[25-27] 
5/30/10: Holy Trinity 
 Psalm 8 
 Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 
 Romans 5:1-5 
 John 16:12-15 
 

BAPTISM: We 
welcomed Isabel Jean 
Adolph, daughter of 
Anthony & Heidi Adolph, 
as a fellow member of the 

family of God through Baptism on Sunday, 
April 11, 2010. Sponsors are Samantha 
Scholten and Megan Jiminez. Welcome to the 
Lord’s family, Isabel. 

Seasoned Citizens of FLC: Be sure to sign 
up in the church office and bring along a 
salad for our Thank You Luncheon for 
Marlene Swanson. This is a unique 
opportunity to say how grateful we are for 
Marlene’s many contributions to the life 
and ministry of this church. The date for 
this celebration is Thursday, May 6th at 
11:30 am. See you there. 

 
Praise the Lord 

The following is the financial report for 
First Lutheran as of March, 2010: 
General Fund: 
 Bal. 2/28/10: ($16,056.86)
 Inc., March $28,778.48 
 Exp., March $25,006.98
 Bal. 3/31/10: ($12,285.36) 
Building  
 Bal. 2/28/10:  $1,019.12
 Inc., March $1,794.58 
 Exp., March $1,190.11 
 Bal. 3/31/10:  $1,623.59 
 
 

Sunday Servants 
If for any reason you are unable 
to serve on the Sunday indicated, 
please trade with someone else on 
the list or find a replacement and 
contact the church office so that 

the names can be listed correctly in the church 
bulletin.  Please watch the mail for the post 
card. This is a temporary schedule for the 
month so it may change.  Thank you. 
 
Tape Duplicator: Mary Ferguson 
 
Van Driver:   
5/2 Midg White 
5/9 Bob Burmeister 
5/16 Jim Hudson 
5/23 Randy Potts 
5/30 Mike Vosburgh 
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Acolytes (Contact Person: Julia Berger, 
376-6906) 
5/2 8:00 Miles Veen 
  Nathan Faragher 
 10:00 Katie Randgaard 
  Nathan Patten 
5/9 8:00 Sarah Waldner 
  Colton Poppema 
 10:00 Brianna Kraft 
  Troy Feller 
5/16 8:00 Tyler Faragher 
  Nathan Russell 
 10:00 Logan Rogers 
  Nathan Patten 
5/23 8:00 Nathan Faragher 
  Trevor Wietzema 
 10:00 Troy Feller 
  Katie Randgaard 
5/30 8:00 Sarah Waldner 
  Nick Demuth 
 10:00 Brianna Kraft 
  Logan Rogers 
 
Ushers (Contact Person: Julia Berger) 
5/2 8:00 Courtney Faragher 
 10:00 Zachary Kempema 
5/9 8:00 Logan Waldner 
 10:00 Levi Severance 
5/16 8:00 Lauren Stanton 
 10:00 Jordan Gieselman 
5/23 8:00 Courtney Faragher 
 10:00 Rebecca Christensen 
5/30 8:00 Logan Waldner 
 10:00 Zachary Kempema 
 
Lectors (Contact Person: Church Office, 
376-6148) 
5/2 8:00 Bob Dieter 
 10:00 Ryan McGaughey 
5/9 8:00 Travis Frazee 
 10:00 Ed Philipp 
5/16 8:00 Marie Mews 
 10:00 Brenda Hurlbut 
5/23 8:00 Paula Laffrenzen 
 10:00 Rich Liapis 
5/30 8:00 Marjorie Larson 
 10:00 June Boots 

Greeters (Contact Person: Church 
Office, 376-6148) 
5/2 8:00 Jim & Paula Laffrenzen 
 10:00 Ray & Karen Buchman 
5/9 8:00 Jeff & Amber McNickle  
 10:00 Karen Lewis/Shirley Frisch 
5/16 8:00 Wayne & Norma  
  Radenbaugh 
 10:00 Lonnie & Nancy Myrom  
5/23 8:00 Jeff & Lynnette Faragher 
  Family 
 10:00 Dennis & Janet Zierke 
5/30 8:00 Vernon & Marie Mews 
 10:00 Gary & Marless Milbrath 
 
Coffee Servers (Contact Person: Church 
Office, 376-6148) 
5/2 Dean & Marlene Swanson 
 Merlin & Aldyne Robinson 
5/9 Diana White/Dana White 
 Rosann Boots/Joan Doeden 
5/16 Kevin & Arlene Lowe 
 John & Vona Mae Vihlen 
5/23 Al Luing/Agnes Cross 
 Jim & Paula Laffrenzen 
5/30 Gayden & Linda Wohlman 
 Dave & Marjorie Livingston 
 
Contemp. Liturgist (Contact Person: 
Pam Fleming, 376-5429) 
5/9 8 & 10 Margaret Erickson  
5/23 8:00 Lisa Waldner 
 10:00 Rich Liapis 
 
Liturgist (Contact Person: Pam Fleming, 
376-5429) 
5/2 8:00 Leroy Merkel 
 10:00 Lonnie Myrom 
5/16 8:00 Ryan McGaughey 
 10:00 Sabrina Klein 
5/30 8:00 John Vihlen  
 10:00  
 
Synthesizer (Contact Person: Pam 
Fleming, 376-5429) 
5/9 8 & 10 Cindy Swart 
5/23 8 & 10 Brenda Hurlbut  
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Nursery Attendants (Contact Person:  
Church Office, 376-6148) 
5/2 8:00 Debbie Koob/Jane Benson 
 10:00 Janet Patten/Carol Seivert 
5/9 8:00 Julia Bauman 
  Theresa Rotert 
 10:00 Ryan & Rebecca  
  McGaughey 
5/16 8:00 Olivia Stanton 
  Kassie Wilkening 
 10:00 Gary & Marless Milbrath 
5/23 8:00 Lynnea Faragher Family 
 10:00 Marj Broich/Tami Rogers 
5/30 8:00 Linda Towne 
  Paula Laffrenzen 
 10:00 Doris Selberg/Mary Larson 

 
 
 1 Marie Livingston 
 1 Liz Ricker 
 2 Andrea Mahlberg 
 2 Terry Morrison 
 2 Ralph Thueson 
 3 Jayden Dass 
 6 Randy Potts 
 6 Bill Smith 
 7 Lynnette Faragher 
 7 Daniel Frisch 
 7 Ryan Marsh 
 8 Dave Frisch 
 8 Justin Isder 
 8 Diane Sletten 
 9 John Koch 
 9 Jeff McNickle 
 9 Christopher Seivert 
 9 Kyle Stinehart 
 10 Jordan Gieselman 
 11 Robin Frisch 
 11 Norma Radenbaugh 
 12 Erica Berger 
 12 Deb Jacobs 
 12 Gerret Larson 
 12 Roy Silcox 
 13 Nancy Fitzhugh 
 13 Jay Myer 
 15 Kent Johannsen 
 15 Paul Nunes 

 16 Robert Bents 
 16 Brian Livingston 
 16 John Murray 
 17 Roger Larson 
 17 Glennis Pearson 
 19 John Leinen 
 19 Riley Widboom 
 20 Kelly Peterson 
 21 Mary Ferguson 
 22 JoAnn Amundson 
 22 Nettie Anderson 
 23 Fern Burmeister 
 23 Nancy Hellstrom 
 23 Levi Severance 
 24 Frances Edwards 
 26 Bobbie Elvin 
 28 Rebecca Christensen 
 28 Ben Dykema 
 28 Gary Milbrath 
 29 Austin Neugebauer 
 30 Mike Vosburgh 
 31 David Livingston 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First Lutheran Benefits from your 
Grocery Purchases. When you buy 
groceries at Hy-Vee, with the Hy-Vee Gift 
Card, First Lutheran receives 5% from the 
sale of the gift card. Get yours today! The 
cards are available in the church office and 
between services on Sunday. We have $10, 
$25, $50 or $100 gift cards to sell. You pay 
the full price for the card and the church 
receives 5%. As of March, 2010, a total of 
$17,626.83 has been put into the general 
fund. 
 

 
 

“Blooms for Bucks” 
If you didn’t get a plant ordered, you still 
have time to get one. Contact Amy or 
Darcy Poppema to see what they have 
available.  
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Congratulations to Jeff & 
Amber McNickle on the 
adoption of their daughter, 
Josaphine Ann McNickle. 
 

All children age 3 yrs. 
old – 6th grade, are 
invited to join us for a 
week of fun at VBS.  
VBS will be held 
June 7th – 11th from 
9:00 am – 12:00 pm.  
Watch for more 

information around the church.  Snacks will 
be provided for the children. Each student 
is asked to bring $3.00 instead of cookies. 
A lunch & program will be held on the last 
day (June 11th).  Hope to see you there!  If 
you would like to help with VBS, please 
contact Melissa Lancaster or Lisa Waldner. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You KNOW You’re Stressed Out When.. 
The Star is too loud.. 

Trees are chasing you.. 
You say the same sentence over and over 
again, not realizing that you have said it 

before.. 
You can see individual air molecules 

vibrating.. 
You question whether brewing is really a 

necessary step for the consumption of 
coffee.. 

Things become “Very, Very Clear”.. 
You ask the drive-thru attendant if you can 

get your order to go.. 
You say the same sentence over and over 
again, not realizing that you have said it 

before.. 
You keep yelling “LEAVE ME ALONE!!” 

even though you are the only one in the 
room.. 

It is clear that people are speaking to you in 
binary code.. 

You can travel without moving.. 
You say the same sentence over and over 
again, not realizing that you have said it 

before.. 
Apart from coffee, Antacid tablets become 

your sole source of nutrition.. 
You discover the aesthetic beauty of office 

supplies.. 
You have an irresistible urge to bite the 
noses of the people you are talking to.. 

You say the same sentence over and over 
again, not realizing that you have said it 

before.. 
Losing your mind was okay, but when the 

voices in your head quieted, it was like 
losing your best friend.. 

You say the same sentence over and over 
again, not realizing.. 

..Hey! Wait a minute…  
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Bible Readings 
For 

May, 2010 
 
 1  Galatians  5-6      
          2  I Samuel  1-3      
 3  I Samuel    4-6      
 4  I Samuel    7-9      
 5  I Samuel   10-12    
  6  I Samuel      13-15    
          7  I Samuel      16-18    
          8  I Samuel      19-21    
          9  I Samuel      22-24    
  10  I Samuel      25-27    
          11  I Samuel      28-29    
          12  I Samuel      30-31    
          13  II Samuel     1-3      
          14  II Samuel     4-6      
          15  II Samuel     7-9      
          16  II Samuel     10-12    
          17  II Samuel     13-15    
          18  II Samuel     16-18    
          19  II Samuel     19-21    
          20  II Samuel     22-24    
          21  I Kings         1-5      
          22  I Kings         6-10     
          23  I Kings         11-15    
          24  I Kings         16-20    
          25  I Kings         21-22    
               I Chronicles  1-5      
          26  I Chronicles  6-10     
          27  I Chronicles  11-15    
          28  I Chronicles  16-20    
          29  I Chronicles  21-24    
          30  I Chronicles  25-29    
          31   II Kings         1-3 
 These books this month are 
historical books about the Kingdom of 
Israel. 

Psalms 
For 

May, 2010 
 
 1    PSALM    58 
          2    PSALM       58 
          3    PSALM       59 
          4    PSALM       59 
          5    PSALMS  60 & 61      
          6    PSALMS  60 & 61      
          7    PSALM       62 
          8    PSALM       62 
          9    PSALM       63 
         10    PSALM       63 
         11    PSALM       64 
         12    PSALM       64 
         13    PSALM       65 
         14    PSALM       65 
         15    PSALM       66 
         16    PSALM       66 
         17    PSALM       67 
         18    PSALM       67 
         19    PSALM  68:1-10      
         20    PSALM  68:1-10      
         21    PSALM  68:11-23     
         22    PSALM  68:11-23     
         23    PSALM  68:24-35     
         24    PSALM  68:24-35     
         25    PSALM  69:1-12      
         26    PSALM  69:1-12      
         27    PSALM  69:13-21     
         28    PSALM  69:13-21     
         29    PSALM  69:22-36     
         30    PSALM  69:22-36     
         31    PSALM  70 
Remember to ‘pray’ the Psalms.  You will 
find all the emotions a person can 
experience in the Psalms.  Bring them all to 
God. 
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High School Seniors and 
Current College Students 

 
We have put together two information 
sheets regarding college scholarship 
financial assistance. Both sheets are 
reproduced  here. Additional copies are 
available from the church office. 
 One is for the “First Evangelical Lutheran 
Church” (FELC) Scholarship Fund” which 
is potentially available to students attending 
ANY institution of higher learning. 
 The other is for the “First Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Worthington, 
Minnesota Scholarship Fund “– commonly 
called the “LEE ANDERSON 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND”. Eligibility 
includes college sophomores or higher 
attending a LUTHERAN COLLEGE OR 
SEMINARY. Even though freshman are 
not eligible, they SHOULD still complete 
an application in July after their high 
school graduation so their name is put on 
the list for future consideration. This is 
explained more on the information sheet. 
Stop in or call the church office (376-6148) 
for additional copies of either or both 
information sheets. They contain more 
information about submission date 
deadlines and other details. 
 As soon as you know that you plan to 
attend an institution of higher learning 
(even though you may not have yet selected 
a specific school) please call the church 
office to enable Natalie to get your name on 
the list so she can send applications to all 
interested students. Natalie usually sends 
out scholarship application forms in July. 
You only need to complete ONE 
application – it will be used by both 
scholarship committees if you are attending 
a Lutheran school. 

FELC SCHOLARSHIPS FOR POST 
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 

 
  Each year any student from FELC is 
eligible to apply for a FELC scholarship. 
The student needs to be attending an 
institution of higher education such as vo-
tech, a state college, or a private four year 
college, etc. 
 
 The amount of the scholarship awarded is 
contingent upon the activity of the 
investments during the preceding year. 
Principal amounts for these investments 
have come from bequests by various 
members, memorials and personal 
donations. 
 
  High school graduates continuing their 
education can apply for a scholarship as 
well as currently enrolled students at higher 
education institutions. Students do need to 
apply every year by mid October to obtain 
a scholarship for the second semester of 
their academic year. Only second semester 
scholarships are given. Applications may 
be obtained at the church office. 
 
 Note: This scholarship fund is NOT THE 
SAME as the “Lee Anderson Scholarship 
Fund. 
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First Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Worthington, Minnesota Scholarship 

Fund (FELCWMSF) 
Also known as the “Lee Anderson 
Scholarship Fund” 
 
1. This scholarship is for students attending 
any Lutheran Bible School, Lutheran College 
or Lutheran Seminary. 
 
2. This is available AFTER your freshman 
year. 
 
3. Application forms will be sent out in July 
to: 
 
A. Recent high school graduates- even 
though college freshman are not eligible yet, 
you should  at least notify the church office 
as to what college you are planning to attend 
for your freshman year. By doing so, your 
name will be on our list so we can include it 
on the potential scholarship recipient names 
that we send to the colleges in the spring of 
your freshman year. Most colleges that we 
have worked with have matching funds 
programs but they want names of possible 
students as early as March 1st PRIOR to the 
school year for the scholarship award. 
B. Current college students – students 
must re-apply each year. NOTE that those 
completing an application as directed in the 
preceding paragraph would NOW be required 
to complete a new application for their 
sophomore year. 
 
4. Scholarship awards are normally sent 
directly to the college in January, AFTER we 
know the calendar year end financial status of 
the investment fund and have then 
determined the amount of the awards. In 
some of the years past, no awards were 
available as the market slumps left the fund 
balance below a required minimum amount. 
 
 

5. Trustees of the FELCWMSF are Dennis 
Selberg (a member of FELC) and Linden 
Olson (a member of American Lutheran 
Church) 
 
Please contact either of the above for more 
information. Again, application forms will be 
sent out in July each year to recent high 
school graduates and current college students 
that we are aware of. Therefore , please 
contact the church office at 507-376-6148 to 
make sure you are on Natalie’s mailing list 
for sending out applications. Do this as soon 
as you know you plan to attend a Lutheran 
school. 
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“In times of sorrow, and in times of pain, 
when sensing beauty for loves embrace, 
whether we suffer, or sing rejoicing, we 
belong to God.  We belong to God!” 
   ~ Ben Larson 

 
 This past Easter, if you went to the services 
here, you would have heard Pastor Ricker 
speak of Ben Larson.  I know many of you 
know that Ben Larson was attending 
Wartburg Seminary and passed away this 
past January when the earthquake in Haiti 
caused a building to collapse on him.  What 
some of you don’t know is that Ben Larson 
was a friend of mine from Luther and has had 
such influence on my life that our youth will 
benefit from my friendship with him this 
summer. 
 I met Ben when I was a freshman at Luther.  
He lived on the floor above me and was quite 
the character.  I knew Ben as a musician with 
a passion for Christ and quite a silly side.  I 
could tell you all stories of the silly and crazy 
things Ben did like the time he attempted to 
cook venison hot dogs in a coffee pot, but 
most of all I remember him as a spiritual 
leader through his music and the way he 
spoke about his relationship with Christ.  
Several times in that first year I found refuge 
spending time with Ben and some of my 
other friends.  I also had a lot of discussions 
about whose camp was better.  At that time, I 
was working at a camp in Northern 
Wisconsin that I had attended as a child and 
later as a teen.  Ben worked at one in 
Southern Wisconsin that he told me about 
and that later I worked at and fell in love 
with. 
 This summer our youth will get to work at 
the very camp that influenced Ben’s life; who 
in turn influenced mine.  They will prepare 
camp for some of the youth he may have 
counseled and will open up doors for them to 
experience a relationship with Christ that Ben 
had.  By serving in this capacity, they will be 
reaching out to the hundreds of youth who go 
through camp every summer.  They will be in 

places that the spirit encouraged Ben to write 
the words and play the chords of his songs.  
At Sugar Creek Bible Camp our Middle 
School youth will get to experience the 
presence of the Holy Spirit both at main 
camp and on the mighty Mississippi.  It is my 
prayer that they and you may experience the 
love of God as Ben did, and that love can 
inspire you to do more.  I pray that that love 
can move you to reach out to others here in 
Worthington and beyond.   

 
God’s Peace, 
Amy 
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* May 5th is our annual Senior night which 
honors our seniors.  Seniors and their families 
are invited to join the 6th-11th grade youth for 
a devotion and time of fellowship. At this 
time our seniors will get to put their hands on 
the walls of the youth room. 
 
* May 12th is our end of the school year 
party!  Come hang out at my place as a 
family.  We will have burgers and pork 
products for the grill and games for both 
parents and youth.  Families are asked to 
bring side dishes, drinks, and desserts. Come 
at 6:00 pm and hang out until 9:00 pm.  My 
house is at 1719 Broadway in Bigelow. 
 
*Our next youth fundraiser will be on May 
23rd.  The youth are once again teaming up 
with the Elks to put on a pancake breakfast to 
help send them to camp for their summer 
trips. Come help out if you are going on a trip 
or just to enjoy the pancakes! 
  
* There is a Mission Trip parent meeting on 
May 16th at 11:15 am in the lounge.  A 
training session for all youth and adults 
attending the trip will follow. 

 


