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OFFICE HOURS:  8:00 am to 4:30 pm  

Monday through Friday 
WORSHIP:  8:00 am and 10:00 am 
COMMUNION: First and Third Sundays 
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:00 am (Sept–May) 
 

CONGREGATION OFFICERS 
RICH LIAPIS, PRESIDENT –   
(507) 727-6901 
LONNIE MYROM, VICE PRESIDENT - 
(507) 376-9039 
DAREN BAUMAN, SECRETARY –   
(507) 376-3612 
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RICHARD RICKER--Pastor 
Natalie Zinnel--Administrative Secretary 
Amy Lein--Youth & Family Director 
David & Robin Stoyke--Custodians 
Lola Geisendorfer--Parish Visitor 
Pam Fleming--Worship Planner & Visual 

Coordinator 
Eric Parrish--Choir Director 
Jacquie Frerichs--Organist/Choir    

Accompanist 
Lois Gruis--Bell Choir Director 
Lori Nienkerk--Choir Accompanist/  
 Organist 
Dennis Selberg--Treasurer 
Deb Koob--Financial Secretary 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH, WORTHINGTON, MN  
God has called us, the baptized members of 
First Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Worthington, Minnesota, to proclaim the 
Gospel and make disciples of all people. 

Living out our Mission 
In obedience, we commit ourselves to the Lord’s ministry 
rooted in a fertile agricultural prairie of God’s creation.  
Relying on the promise of the Holy Spirit, and through 
Word and Sacraments, we will grow toward wholeness 
through worship, learning, service, witness, support, and 
fellowship.    Adopted 5-31-87 

 

Reflections 
Blogging, texting, facebooking, tweeting, 
emailing, linking and chat rooming-just 
what is going on here? What do all of those 
strange words mean? What is going on is 
communication via cell phone and 
computer. The whole world is buzzing 
using these communication tools. Over 500 
million people are on facebook. Kids tweet 
and text when they want to reach each 
other. These unique technologies are part of 
our daily lives. You might say well, yes, 
that is interesting pastor but what does that 
have to do with FLC? These 
communication styles are opportunities for 
us to reach more people with the life giving 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Jesus calls on us to 
“make disciples” of all people in this world. 
Our mission statement echoes his call in 
Matthew 28. We are to “proclaim the 
Gospel and make disciples of all people”. 
In today’s fast changing world that means 
we must use the tools of this age to get the 
Good News out to our brothers and sisters 
wherever they may be.  
 
This month visit our FLC website at 
felcwgtn.org where you can read the 
Pastor’s and Amy’s blog, get an RSS feed 
for daily devotions right to your computer, 
link to twitter and facebook, as you seek 
our Lord Jesus in new and exciting ways. If 
you have comments or questions tweet, 
facebook or email us; we would love to 
hear from you. 
 
God’s peace, 
Pastor Richard 
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Lessons and Themes for the 
Sundays in August, 2010: 
8/1/10: 10th Sunday after Pentecost 

“Judgment Interrupted” 
 Revelation 10:1-11 
 Mark 3:1-6 
8/8/10: 11th Sunday after Pentecost 

“All Things New”  
 Psalm 105:1-5 
 Revelation 21:1-8 
 Mark 6:1-6 

 
There’s An App for That! 

This series concludes our reading through 
the New Testament. We’ve been on quite a 
journey since September, 2009. In John’s 
Gospel, we encounter the God-story, the 
broad-stroke narrative of God’s plan for us 
and the world. John’s Gospel calls us to the 
journey of faith, believing the story of God 
that becomes our own story. Throughout 
John, Jesus demonstrates that he is the 
long-awaited Messiah, has encountered 
every human need in his own life and can 
meet every human need in the life of the 
believer. Whatever we may encounter, 
Jesus is the “application”, or to use the new 
technical term, “the app.” 
 
8/15/10: 12th Sunday after Pentecost 

 “Anxious? There’s an App for That!” 
 Psalm 127 
 1 Corinthians 7:32-35 
 John 2:1-11 
8/22/10: 13th Sunday after Pentecost 

“Broken? There’s an App for That!” 
 Leviticus 26:11-13 
 Acts 9:32-35 
 John 5:1-18 
8/29/10: 14th Sunday after Pentecost 
“In the Dark? There’s an App for That!” 
 Psalm 119:105-112 
 2 Corinthians 4:4-6 
 John 9:1-12 
 

Praise the Lord 
The following is the financial report for 
First Lutheran as of June, 2010: 
General Fund: 
 Bal. 5/31/10: ($19,683.40)
 Inc., June $20,786.24 
 Exp., June $21,166.16
 Bal. 6/30/10: ($20,063.32) 
Building Fund: 
 Bal. 5/31/10:  $6,423.70
 Inc., June $2,026.00 
 Exp., June $0.00 
 Bal. 6/30/10:  $8,449.70 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday Servants 

If for any reason you are unable to 
serve on the Sunday indicated, 
please trade with someone else on 
the list or find a replacement and 
contact the church office so that 

the names can be listed correctly in the church 
bulletin.  Please watch the mail for the post 
card. This is a temporary schedule for the 
month so it may change.  Thank you. 
 
Van Driver:   
8/1 Bob Burmeister 
8/8 Randy Potts 
8/15 Midg White  
8/22 Mike Vosburgh 
8/29 Dennis Selberg 
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Acolytes (Contact Person: Julia Berger, 
376-6906) 
8/1 8:00 Nathan Russell 
  Sarah Waldner 
 10:00 Troy Feller/Nathan Patten 
8/8 8:00 Miles Veen 
  Nathan Faragher 
 10:00 Katie Randgaard 
  Brianna Kraft 
8/15 8:00 Trevor Wietzema 
  Tyler Faragher 
 10:00 Logan Rogers/Troy Feller 
8/22 8:00 Colton Poppema 
  Nick Demuth 
 10:00 Nathan Patten 
  Katie Randgaard 
8/29 8:00 Nathan Russell 
  Sarah Waldner 
 10:00 Brianna Kraft 
  Logan Rogers 
 
Ushers (Contact Person: Julia Berger) 
8/1 8:00 Logan Waldner 
 10:00 Levi Severance 
8/8 8:00 Lauren Stanton 
 10:00 Jordan Gieselman 
8/15 8:00 Courtney Faragher 
 10:00 Rebecca Christensen 
8/22 8:00 Logan Waldner 
 10:00 Zachary Kempema 
8/29 8:00 Lauren Stanton 
 10:00 Levi Severance 
 
Lectors (Contact Person: Church Office, 
376-6148) 
8/1 8:00 Lisa Waldner 
 10:00 Mary Larson 
8/8 8:00 Vona Mae Vihlen 
 10:00 Rich Liapis 
8/15 8:00 Ross DeWitt 
 10:00 Brenda Hurlbut 
8/22 8:00 Paula Laffrenzen 
 10:00 June Boots 
8/29 8:00 Travis Frazee 
 10:00 Ryan McGaughey 
 

Greeters (Contact Person: Church Office, 
376-6148) 
8/1 8:00 Pat & Lynette Demuth  
  Family 
 10:00 Jean Johnson 
  Joan Erickson 
8/8 8:00 Loren & Dorothy Bauman 
 10:00 Merle & Pat Elsing 
8/15 8:00 Jeff & Amber McNickle 
 10:00 Dean & Marlene Swanson 
8/22 8:00 Dana White Family 
 10:00 Gary & Marless Milbrath 
8/29 8:00 Kent & Valerie Wilkening 
  Family 
 10:00 Gene & Charlene Wachter 
 
Coffee Servers (Contact Person: Church 
Office, 376-6148) 
8/1 Karen Lewis/Agnes Cross 
 Doug & Julie Christensen 
8/8 Al & Doris Selberg  
 Bruce & Robin Livingston 
8/15 Greg & Nicole Kempema 
 Daren & Julie Bauman 
8/22 Keith & Mary Larson 
 Debbie & Dale Koob 
8/29 Jeff & Theresa Rotert 
 Gary & Marless Milbrath 
 
Contemp. Liturgist (Contact Person: 
Pam Fleming, 376-5429) 
8/8 8:00 Rich Liapis 
 10:00 Lisa Waldner 
8/22 8 & 10 Margaret Erickson 
 
Liturgist (Contact Person: Pam Fleming, 
376-5429) 
8/1 8:00 Leroy Merkel 
 10:00 Lonnie Myrom  
8/15 8:00 John Vihlen 
 10:00 Ryan McGaughey 
 
Synthesizer (Contact Person: Pam 
Fleming, 376-5429) 
8/8 8 & 10 Cindy Swart 
8/22 8:00 Brenda Stanton 
 10:00 Nancy Myrom 
8/29 8 & 10  Brenda Hurlbut 
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Nursery Attendants (Contact Person:  
Church Office, 376-6148) 
8/1 8:00 Julie Bauman 
  Theresa Rotert 
 10:00 Marj Broich 
  Tami Rogers 
8/8 8:00 Olivia Stanton 
  Kassie Wilkening 
 10:00 Nancy & Alyssa Berg 
8/15 8:00 Pat & Lynette Demuth 
 10:00 Lola Geisendorfer 
  Marilyn Frisch 
8/22 8:00 Winora Hallstrom 
  Adeline Larson 
 10:00 Gene & Charlene Wachter 
8/29 8:00 Carrie Adams 
  Nicole Kempema 
 10:00 Merle & Pat Elsing 
 

 
  
 2 Elmer Mick 
 2 Stacy Schreiber 
 3 Troy Fitzhugh 
 3 Jason Gerdes 
 3 Lisa Severance 
 3 Korey Stinehart 
 5 Amanda Wilkening 
 6 Joshua Burch 
 6 Cyrus Eisele 
 6 Bruce Kraft 
 7 Bruce Livingston 
 7 Sandy Randall 
 9 Harvey Berg 
 9 Tom Bomgaars 
 9 Tony Potts 
 10 Glenda Lais 
 10 Katie Randgaard 
 11 Lesa Johnson 
 12 Cy Amundson 
 12 Marjorie Livingston 
 14 John Milbrath 
 14 Logan Rogers 
 15 Terry Langland 
 16 Lonnie Myrom 
 16 Nancy Myrom 
 17 Marjorie Larson 

 18 Loren Bauman 
 18 Gene Christensen 
 18 Pat Elsing 
 18 Josh Koob 
 18 John Olson 
 18 Lauren Stanton 
 19 Jean Black 
 19 Cassie Hurlbut 
 19 Linda Towne 
 20 Troy Feller 
 20 Sandy Poppema 
 20 Aaden Wagner 
 21 Bernice Melom 
 21 James Olson 
 22 Duane Axdahl 
 22 Andrew Berg 
 23 James Laffrenzen 
 23 Orville Lien 
 23 Kathleen Myer 
 24 Judy Gerdes 
 25 Marj Broich 
 25 Vernon Mews 
 25 Don Wasmund 
 26 Ron Almjeld 
 26 Judy Frazee 
 26 Mary Toso 
 26 Todd Waller 
 27 Haley Rogers 
 27 Gerald Wachter 
 27 Dennis Zierke 
 28 Adam Feller 
 28 Ashley Hellstrom 
 28 Jan Larson 
 29 Rich Liapis 
 29 Margaret Shipley 
 30 Nicole Kempema 
 30 Marless Milbrath 
 
 
  
  
  
 
SEASONED CITIZENS:  On Thursday, 
August 12th at 2 pm in Centennial Hall, all 
seasoned citizens are invited to a desert and 
poetry gathering. That's right, we will enjoy the 
poetry of John Vihlen and share desert together. 
Please bring a favorite poem that you would 
like to share with us, sign up in the church 
office and enjoy this time together. 
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First Lutheran Benefits from your 
Grocery Purchases. When you buy 
groceries at Hy-Vee, with the Hy-Vee Gift 
Card, First Lutheran receives 5% from the 
sale of the gift card. Get yours today! The 
cards are available in the church office and 
between services on Sunday. We have $10, 
$25, $50 or $100 gift cards to sell. You pay 
the full price for the card and the church 
receives 5%. As of May, 2010, a total of 
$18,171.58 has been put into the general 
fund. 
 
First Lutheran Benefits from your 
Grocery Purchases. When you buy 
groceries at Fareway, with the Fareway 
Gift Card, First Lutheran receives 3% from 
the sale of the gift card. Get yours today! 
The cards are available in the church office 
and between services on Sunday. We have 
$25, $50 or $100 gift cards to sell. You pay 
the full price for the card and the church 
receives 3%.  
 
TOY RUN: This year the Toy Run will be 
a little different than in years past. They 
can no longer take stuffed toys at the 
institutions, so this year we are going to 
raise money and prepare food for starving 
children around the world. You can pick up 
a ‘sleeve’ of M&M’s and then you can fill 
the ‘sleeve’ with quarters to help feed the 
children. If you would like to participate in 
this, please stop in the church office during 
the week to pick up a ‘sleeve’ of M&M’s. 
The sleeves will need to be turned into the 
office by Friday, August 20th. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Get Ready for Our 
Country Western Sunday on 
Sunday, September 19, 2010!! 

We will be holding this community service 
at 8:00 & 10:00 am at Pioneer Village. 
Mark the date on your calendar, join in the 
service as part of our community choir, and 
be sure to bring your friends and neighbors 
to share this special time together. 

 
Really, It Isn’t Funny  

It’s funny how $10 looks so big when you 
take it to church, and so small when you take 
it to the grocery store! 
 
It’s funny how long an hour seems when 
serving God and His Church and how short 
60 minutes are when you are watching TV! 
 
It’s funny how much work it is to read a 
chapter from the Bible, and how easy it is to 
read two or three hundred pages in your 
favorite book! 
 
It’s funny how we can’t think of anything to 
say when we pray, but don’t have any 
difficulty thinking of things to talk about 
when we’re on the phone with a friend! 
 
Funny, isn’t it? Or maybe it merely reflects 
the way we are living these days. 
 
I would like to thank everyone for the prayers 
and good wishes I had received during my 
illness and hospital stay.  I'm improving and 
hope to be as close to normal as possible in the 
near future. God Bless You All. 

 Robert A. Baerenwald 
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Articles that Pastor Richard read on 
Sunday, June 27th 

 

“If Jesus Came to Your House” 
 If Jesus came to your house to spend a day or 
two, If He came unexpectedly, I wonder what 
you’d do 
 Oh, I know you’d give your nicest Room to 
such an honored Guest, And all the food you’d 
serve to Him would be the very best, 
 And you’d keep assuring Him you’re glad to 
have Him there-That serving Him in your home 
is joy beyond compare 
 But when you saw Him coming would you 
meet Him at the door; With arms outstretched 
in welcome to your Heavenly Visitor? 
 Or would you have to change your clothes 
before you let Him in; Or hide some magazines 
and put the Bibles where they’d been? 
 Would you turn off the radio and hope He 
hadn’t heard; And wish you hadn’t uttered that 
last, loud, hasty word? 
 Would you hide your wordly music And put 
some hymn books out? Could you let Jesus 
walk right in, or would you rush about? 
 And I wonder – if the Savior spent a day or 
two with you, Would you go right on doing the 
things you always do? 
 Would you keep right on saying the things 
you always say? Would life for you continue as 
it does from day to day? 
 Would your family conversation keep up it’s 
usual pace, And would you find it hard 
each meal to say a table grace? 
 Would you sing the words you sing and read 
the books you read 
 And let Him know the things on which your 
mind and spirit feed? 
 Would you take Jesus with you everywhere 
you’d planned to go? Or would you maybe 
change your plans for just a day or so? 
 Would you be glad to have Him meet your 
very closet friends, Or would you hope they’d 
stay away until His visit ends? 
 Would you be glad to have Him stay forever 
on and on, Or would you sigh with great relief 
when He at last was gone? 
 It might be interesting to know the things you 
would do If Jesus Christ in person came to 
spend some time with you. 
 

“W hen I Say I Am A Christian” 
When I say..“I am a Christian,” 
I’m not shouting “I am saved” 
I’m whispering “I was lost!” 
That is why “I chose this way.” 
When I say..“I am a Christian,” 
I don’t speak of this with pride. 
I’m confessing that I stumble and need 
someone to be my guide. 
When I say..“I am a Christian,” 
I’m not trying to be strong. 
I’m professing that I’m weak and pray for 
strength to carry on. 
When I say..“I am a Christian,” 
I’m not bragging of success. 
I’m admitting I have failed and cannot ever 
pay the debt. 
When I say..“I am a Christian,” 
I’m not claiming to be perfect, 
My flaws are too visible but God believes 
I’m worth it. 
When I say..“I am a Christian,” 
I still feel the sting of pain. 
I have my share of heartaches which is why I 
seek His name. 
When I say..“I am a Christian,” 
I do not wish to judge. 
I have no authority I only know I’m loved. 

1988 Carol S. Wimmer 
 

Church Humor 
“LOT'S WIFE” 

   The Sunday School teacher was describing 
how Lot's wife looked back and turned into a 

pillar of salt, when little Jason interrupted, 'My 
Mommy looked back once while she was 

driving,' he announced triumphantly, 'and she 
turned into a telephone pole!' 

 
                    _GOOD SAMARITAN_ 

 A Sunday school teacher was telling 
her class the 

story of the Good Samaritan. She asked the 
class, 'If you saw a person lying on the 

roadside, wounded and bleeding, what would 
you do?' A thoughtful little girl broke the 

hushed silence, 'I think I'd throw up.' 
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Bible Readings 
For 

August, 2010 
 

1   Job   39-40    
            2  Colossians        1-2      
            3  Colossians        3-4      
            4   Proverbs         1-3      
            5   Proverbs         4-6      
            6   Proverbs         7-9      
            7   Proverbs         10-12    
            8   Proverbs         13-15    
            9   Proverbs         16-18    
           10  Proverbs         19-21    
           11   Proverbs         22-24    
           12   Proverbs         25-27    
           13   Proverbs         28-29    
           14   Proverbs         30-31    
           15  Ecclesiastes      1-3      
           16  Ecclesiastes      4-6      
           17  Ecclesiastes      7-9      
           18  Ecclesiastes      10-12    
           19 I Thessalonians   1-2      
           20 I Thessalonians   3-4      
           21 I Thessalonians   5-6      
           22 II Thessalonians  1-3      
           23  Song of Solomon  1-3      
           24  Song of Solomon  4-6      
           25  Song of Solomon  7-8      
           26    Isaiah          1-3      
           27    Isaiah          4-6      
           28    Isaiah          7-9      
           29    Isaiah          10-12    
           30    Isaiah          13-15    
           31    Isaiah          16-18 
 
 The readings for this month include Paul, 
wisdom literature and prophets from the 
Old Testament. 
 
 
 
 
 

Psalms 
For 

August, 2010 
 

1   PSALM  95 
       2   PSALM   95 
       3   PSALM   96 
       4   PSALM   96 
       5   PSALM   97 
       6   PSALM  97 
       7   PSALMS  98 & 99      
       8   PSALMS  98 & 99      
       9   PSALMS  100 & 101    
           10   PSALMS  100 & 101    
           11   PSALM  102:1-14     
           12   PSALM  102:1-14     
           13   PSALM  102:15-28    
           14   PSALM  102:15-28    
           15   PSALM 103 
           16   PSALM    103 
           17   PSALM  104:1-15     
           18   PSALM  104:1-15     
           19   PSALM 104:16-26    
           20   PSALM  104:16-26    
           21   PSALM  104:27-35    
           22   PSALM  104:27-35    
           23   PSALM  105:1-11     
           24   PSALM  105:1-11     
           25   PSALM  105:12-22    
           26   PSALM  105:12-22    
           27   PSALM  105:23-36    
           28   PSALM  105:23-36    
           29   PSALM  105:37-45    
           30   PSALM  105:37-45    
           31   PSALM  106:1-12 
 
 Read the Psalms as prayers.  They 
are prayers that contain all of our emotions 
and put them plainly before the LORD. 
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Recently I learned a very 

important lesson from our Middle 
School Youth.  It was on our Adventure 
Trip that these youth showed me how 
much they understood the lessons they 
had been learning over the years with 
this trip.  The purpose of an Adventure 
Trip is simple; put the youth in a 
situation where they need to bond, 
where they need to work together as a 
team, and then teach them lessons on 
service and what we are called to do as 
Christians.  On this year’s trip, I saw 
our youth take what they had learned 
and put it into action.  Our Adventure 
Trip was designed to be a fun, but 
tough bonding experience and it was.  
With going down the Mississippi in a 
voyager canoe, horseback riding up 
and down the bluff, camping under the 
stars, actually seeing a planet, and 
cooking over a fire, our week was 
supposed to be fun.  But there were 
some other planned and unplanned 
activities that our youth participated in.  
The planned one was to package 
meals for “Feed My Starving Children”.  
This was one of the same ways our 
Senior High Youth served at camp.  
Our youth loved it, and though we were 
only able to fill three boxes with 216 
meals each, they wanted to do more.  It 
was after working on the challenge 
course that our youth found out about 
Gene.  Gene was the cook at camp and 
every summer along with a staff of five 
would feed about 200 campers each 
week, plus volunteers and staff.  
Unfortunately, this year due to family 
health issues and then overall health 
issues, his staff was diminished to just 
himself and two others.  Not only was it 
a struggle to make and clean 
everything plus two dining halls, it was 
also his son’s birthday and without help 

Gene would not be able to make it 
home to see him.  As soon as our youth 
heard this they not only said yes we will 
clean the bathrooms, kitchen, and 
dining area so Gene can go home, they 
literally jumped and called out which 
tasks they would be happy to do.  So 
for about an hour our team cleaned out 
two kitchens, four bathrooms, and two 
dining halls.  That is sweeping, 
mopping, beating mats, toilet cleaning, 
mirrors, and trash.  Then to my 
surprise, two of them asked the camp 
chaplain if they can clean a different set 
of bathrooms.  Our youth stepped up 
and served, and they enjoyed doing it.  
They had a fun time at camp, raiding 
the kitchen, riding horses, and going 
down the river, and they gave back by 
helping Gene and the camp chaplain.  
I’m always amazed at how awesome 
our youth are.  Now I’m excited to see 
what they can do here. 

 
God’s Peace, 
Amy 
 
Youth Updates:  
* Amy will be out of town for a friend’s 
wedding from August 5th through August 
9th.   
 
* Sign up for Life Light!  The concert 
festival is September 3rd through the 6th 
and is FREE to all youth entering grades 
6-12.  Sign up outside of my office by 
August 29th and bring the food you sign 
up by. 
 
*Do any youth or families want to join us 
on the Turkey Day float next month?  We 
will be dressing like cowboys and singing 
some songs to the guitar.  Youth and 
families are needed to help represent our 
church. Sign up outside of my office or 
talk to me for more details. 


